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 Instructions 
 
Choose the items you’d like to include on your document from the Resource Base.  You may 
use all or part of the content for each topic or sub-topic.  Copy and paste desired items into 
the blank templates located on DDMI’s Special Observances tab, under Observance 
Products.  You can also paste facts and images into emails and other social media.  Be 
creative and share your ideas! 
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Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month 
 

Milestones 
 

 
Milestones in Asian American History 

Immigration  
Asian Americans have contributed much to U.S. history since first arriving in America in the 
mid-1800s.  However, they have also faced persecution, discrimination, and exclusion, and 
racial prejudice that continues even today." 
The nation’s diverse, 20 million-plus Asian Americans have roots in more than 20 countries 
in Asia and India, according to the Pew Research Center, with Chinese, Indian, Filipino, 
Vietnamese, Korean, and Japanese making up 85 percent of today’s Asian American 
population.  
Asian American Pacific Islander Month is observed in May, the month in which the first 
official Asian American immigrated to the United States. 
May 7, 1843: The first official Japanese immigrant to the U.S. arrived after being adopted by 
American Capt. William Whitfield, who rescued the boy, named Manjiro, and his crew after 
a shipwreck 300 miles from Japan's coast.  Years later, Manjiro returned to his home country, 
where he was named a samurai and worked as a political emissary with the West. 
1849: Chinese miners flocked to California following the discovery of gold, with 25,000 
arriving by 1851, according to the Library of Congress.  Faced with a language barrier and 
hostile locals, many Chinese laborers (including more than 10,000 with the Central Pacific 
Railroad alone) performed dangerous work for little pay, building the transcontinental 
railroad, which was completed on May 10, 1869. 
March 3, 1875: The Page Act of 1875 was enacted, prohibiting recruitment of laborers from 
“China, Japan or any Oriental country” who were not brought to the United States of their 
own will or who were brought for “lewd and immoral purposes.”  The law explicitly barred 
“the importation of women for the purposes of prostitution.”  The act, based on stereotypes 
and scapegoating, was enforced by invasive and humiliating interrogations.  The Act blocked 
Chinese women from entering the country and prevented Chinese American men from 
starting families in America. 
May 6, 1882: In response to local resentment, as well as hostile and violent treatment of 
Chinese immigrants, Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion Act, signed into law by 
President Chester Arthur.  The act banned Chinese workers from entering the country and 
excluded Chinese immigrants from American citizenship.  Congress extended the law every 
10 years until 1943, when World War II labor shortages and increased anti-Japanese 
sentiment forced its change, and Chinese immigrants were allowed to become naturalized 
citizens. 

Asian American Timeline - Immigration, Achievements & Famous Firsts - HISTORY 
 

https://www.history.com/topics/immigration/asian-american-timeline


5 
 

 
 

 
Figure 1 Photo of Chinese immigrants and other laborers working at Yosemite during the California Gold Rush. Photo 

credit https://www.mymotherlode.com/news/local/472176/bigelow-resolution-honors-chinese-immigrants-contributions.html 

September 2, 1885: White coal miners, angered that the Chinese were taking away “white” 
jobs, attacked Chinese laborers in the Wyoming territory during what came to be known as 
the Rock Springs Massacre.  Twenty-eight Chinese were killed and 15 were injured by the 
mob, which looted and set fire to the area’s Chinatown homes.  Federal troops were brought 
in to return Chinese miners, who had fled, and Congress eventually agreed to compensate the 
workers for their losses. 
May 27-28, 1887: Seven horse thieves (a group of whites) ambushed a group of Chinese 
miners who had set up camp along the Snake River in Oregon, murdering all 34 men and 
mutilating their bodies before dumping them in the river.  Three members of the gang stood 
trial for the Hells Canyon Massacre, and all were found not guilty by an all-white jury. 
January 21, 1910: The immigration station Angel Island opened in California’s San 
Francisco Bay, serving as the major port of entry for Asian immigrants, with some 100,000 
Chinese and 70,000 Japanese being processed there over the next 30 years.  Immigrants 
without proper documentation were quarantined there for days to years in a “prison-like 
environment,” according to the National Parks Service.  Closed in 1940, it’s now a California 
state park. 
February 5, 1917: Congress passed the Immigration Act of 1917, which included an 
"Asiatic Barred Zone," banning Chinese, Asian Indians, Burmese, Thai, Malays and others.  
Japan is not on the list of those excluded, as prohibitions against immigrants from that 
country were already in place 
December 7, 1941: The Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor.  Two months later, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, fearing Japanese Americans had taken part in planning the attack, issued an 
executive order that forced more than 120,000 Japanese Americans living on the West Coast 
into internment camps.  Approximately 70,000 of those targeted were U.S. citizens, and no 
charges were made against any of them.  Most lost their homes, businesses, and belongings, 
and were held until the war ended.  In 1988, President Ronald Reagan signed a law 
apologizing for the injustice and paying $20,000 to each person who had been incarcerated. 

Asian American Timeline - Immigration, Achievements & Famous Firsts - HISTORY 

https://www.history.com/topics/immigration/asian-american-timeline
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Figure 2 Photo of people in line outside a Japanese internment camp. Busloads of evacuated persons of Japanese ancestry 

arrived this day. After going through registration procedures, they were guided to the quarters, pictured behind them. 
Photographer Dorothea Lange, San Bruno, California, 29 April, 1942. 

Photo credit https://publicintelligence.net/japanese-internment-camps-war-relocation-authority-photos/ 
 

Milestones in Asian American History 
Firsts in Congress 

January 3, 1957: Dalip Saund (1899-1973) of California was sworn in as a U.S. 
Representative, becoming the first Asian American, first Indian American, and first Sikh to 
serve in Congress.  An immigrant from India, he became an American citizen in 1949, 
eventually earning a Ph.D.  He was later elected as a judge before serving three terms in the 
House.  According to the U.S. House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, Saund was 
vocal on the issue of civil rights, including desegregation.  “The problem of man’s injustice 
to man is a world problem," Saund said in response to a case in Little Rock, Arkansas.  
August 24, 1959: Born in Honolulu, the son of poor Chinese immigrants, Hiram L. Fong 
(1906-2004) became Hawaii's first U.S. Senator, and the first Asian American elected to the 
chamber.  According to the U.S. House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, Fong 
saw himself as an Asian American spokesman.  “I feel sometimes they think I am their 
senator,” he once said. “I try to interpret America to them and to interpret them to America.” 
January 4, 1965: U.S. Representative Patsy T. Mink (1927-2002) of Hawaii was sworn in as 
the first Asian American woman, and first woman of color, to serve in Congress.  A 
supporter of women’s and civil rights and an advocate for education, children, and labor 
unions, Mink supported Head Start and the Women's Educational Equity Act and was a co-
author and sponsor of Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, outlawing sex 
discrimination in any education program or activity receiving federal funding.  She also co-
founded the Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus in 1994. 

Asian American Timeline - Immigration, Achievements & Famous Firsts - HISTORY

https://www.history.com/topics/immigration/asian-american-timeline
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Milestones in Asian American History 
Advances in Labor Rights 

September 8, 1965: Facing the threat of pay cuts and demanding improved working 
conditions, the Agricultural Workers Organizing Committee, made up mostly of Filipino 
farmworkers, began the five-year-long Delano Grape strike in California that prompted a 
global grape boycott.  Led by Filipino-American Larry Itliong, the workers were soon joined 
by Cesar Chavez and Latino workers, and they ultimately joined to form United Farm 
Workers.  
 

 
Figure 3 Filipino farmworkers, including Larry Itliong (left), were the first to walk out of vineyards, prompting the Delano 

Grape Strike. They would join forces with Mexican laborers led by Cesar Chavez to form the United Farm Workers.  
Photo credit Farmworker Movement Documentation Project/University of California San Diego Library 

October 3, 1965: President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Immigration and Nationality Act, 
also known as the Hart-Celler Act, into law.  The Act put an end to immigration policies 
based on ethnicity, race, and quota systems, resulting in a wave of Asian immigrants who had 
previously been barred from entry. 
March 28, 1979: President Jimmy Carter proclaimed a week in May to be designated 
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Week, which was continued by Presidents Ronald Reagan 
and George H.W. Bush.  In 1990, Bush broadened the observance to cover the month of May 
and, in 1992, Congress passed a law permanently designating May as Asian/Pacific 
American Heritage Month. 
June 24, 1982: More than 20,000 garment workers, most of whom are female immigrants 
from China and Hong Kong, rallied in New York’s Chinatown after labor union negotiations 
stalled.  A second rally was held the next month, and a one-day strike took place on July 15, 
the largest in the history of Chinatown, which ended with employers accepting the union’s 
contract demands.  

Asian American Timeline - Immigration, Achievements & Famous Firsts - HISTORY 
Grapes Of Wrath: The Forgotten Filipinos Who Led A Farmworker Revolution: The Salt: 

NPR

https://www.history.com/topics/immigration/asian-american-timeline
https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2015/09/16/440861458/grapes-of-wrath-the-forgotten-filipinos-who-led-a-farmworker-revolution#:%7E:text=San%20Diego%20Library-,Filipino%20farmworkers%2C%20including%20Larry%20Itliong%20(left)%2C%20were%20the,form%20the%20United%20Farm%20Workers.&text=These%20days%2C%20grapes%20in%20the,don't%20seem%20that%20controversial.
https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2015/09/16/440861458/grapes-of-wrath-the-forgotten-filipinos-who-led-a-farmworker-revolution#:%7E:text=San%20Diego%20Library-,Filipino%20farmworkers%2C%20including%20Larry%20Itliong%20(left)%2C%20were%20the,form%20the%20United%20Farm%20Workers.&text=These%20days%2C%20grapes%20in%20the,don't%20seem%20that%20controversial.
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Figure 4 A person gazes at the Vietnam Memorial Wall in Washington, D. C. with the Washington Monument visible in the 

background. The wall was designed by college student Maya Lin, the daughter of Chinese immigrants. Photo credit 
https://archjourney.org/projects/vietnam-memorial/ 

Milestones in Asian American History  

November 13, 1982: The Vietnam War Memorial was dedicated in Washington, D.C.  
Designed by Maya Lin, the daughter of Chinese immigrants, the simple, black-granite wall is 
inscribed with 57,939 names of Americans killed in the conflict.  Lin, as an architecture 
student at Yale, bested more than 1,400 entries in a national competition to design the 
memorial in a unanimous decision by the jurors.  At first considered controversial, it quickly 
became a powerful symbol of honor and sacrifice. 
July 21, 2000-2001: Norman Mineta became the U.S. Secretary of Commerce, making him 
the first Asian American to serve in a presidential cabinet.  Mineta, a Japanese American 
who had been sent to a World War II internment camp in 1942, was the first Asian American 
mayor of a major city, San Jose, CA. He later served in the U.S. House of Representatives 
from 1975 to 1999 and was named transportation secretary in 2001.  Also in 2001, Elaine 
Chao was appointed secretary of labor, the first female Asian American to serve in a 
presidential cabinet; she was appointed secretary of transportation in 2017. 
January 20, 2021: Kamala D. Harris was sworn in as the first female, first Black, and first 
Asian American Vice President of the United States.  Serving with President Joe Biden, the 
former U.S. Senator from California is the daughter of an Indian mother and Jamaican father.  
She was sworn in by U.S. Supreme Court Justice Elena Sotomayor, the court's first female 
Latina justice.  In 2019, Harris, tech entrepreneur Andrew Yang, and Hawaii Rep. Tulsi 
Gabbard became the first Asian Americans to run for president on the Democrat ticket 
(Gabbard has Pacific Islander heritage). 

Asian American Timeline - Immigration, Achievements & Famous Firsts - HISTORY 

https://www.history.com/topics/immigration/asian-american-timeline
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Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month 
 

People 
 

 

 
Figure 5 Photo of Anna May Wong seated in her mother's lap with her older sister standing, c. 1905. Public Domain.  

In 2022, Anna May Wong became the first Asian American to appear on U.S. currency. 
  

First Asian American on U.S. Currency: 
Silent Era Movie Icon Anna May Wong (1905-1961)  

Anna May Wong was born January 3, 1905 in the Chinatown area of Los 
Angeles, California.  Her birth name was Wong Liu Tsong, which means 
“Frosted Yellow Willows.”  Her family gave her the English name Anna May.  
Originally from Taishan, China, Wong’s grandfather emigrated to the United 
States where he opened a store in 1848 during the California Gold Rush.  In 
1858, Wong’s father, Sam Sing, was born in California. 
Sing married Gon Toy Lee, who had also been born in California, and they 
opened a laundry mat in Los Angeles.  When Wong was born, the family lived 
in a diverse neighborhood and the children attended public elementary school.  
Because Wong and her older sister were teased and bullied about their race, 
Wong’s parents later moved them to Chinatowns’ Chinese Mission School. 
Growing up, Wong worked in her family’s laundry mat and attended Chinese 
language classes after school.  When film production moved from New York to 
California in the 1910s, Wong started visiting movie sets.  She skipped school 
and used her lunch money to go to the movies.  At the age of nine, she decided 
she wanted to become a movie star, an unlikely goal given the bias of the time. 
Alexander, Kerri Lee. “Anna May Wong.” National Women’s History Museum, 2019. 20 October 2022. 

Biography: Anna May Wong (womenshistory.org) 

https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/anna-may-wong
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Figure 6 Photo of the Anna May Wong Quarter, the fifth in the American Women Quarters™ Program.  
Photo credit https://www.usmint.gov/coins/coin-medal-programs/american-women-quarters/anna-may-

wong 

Accomplishments of Anna Mae Wong 
In 1919, a casting call went out for Chinese women for a new film called The 
Red Lantern.  Using the stage name Amy Mae Wong, which she had chosen at 
age eleven, Wong asked her father’s friend to introduce her to the assistant 
director of the movie.  She was cast as an extra and carried a lantern.   
Wong continued to work as an extra while attending Los Angeles High 
School, but in 1921, she dropped out to become an actress full-time.  That 
same year, she landed a role as Toy Ling’s wife in the film Bits of Life.  At age 
seventeen, Wong landed her first leading role in The Toll of the Sea (1922), 
the first feature-length film made by Technicolor.   
Wong auditioned for more lead roles, but was nearly always cast as a 
supporting or stereotypical “Asian character.”  Anti-miscegenation laws in the 
United States at the time outlawed interracial marriages and even forbade 
interracial actors from kissing on-screen.  These laws prevented Wong from 
landing leading roles in romantic movies. 
After experiencing this racist treatment in Hollywood, Wong moved to Europe 
and starred in English, French, and German films.  In a 1933 interview, she 
reported her frustration with the limited roles she was offered in Hollywood.  
"Why is it that the screen Chinese is nearly always the villain of the piece, and 
so cruel a villain — murderous, treacherous, a snake in the grass," she told the 
newspaper. "We are not like that.” 
Amy Mae Wong is now recognized as Hollywood's first Asian American 
movie star.  Throughout her life, she fought hard for more representation and 
fewer stereotypical roles for Asian Americans.  Wong's career included 60 
films, many in the silent era, and she earned a star on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame in 1960.  
The U.S. Mint began shipping coins featuring actress Anna May Wong in 
October, 2022, the first U.S. currency to feature an Asian American. 
Alexander, Kerri Lee. “Anna May Wong.” National Women’s History Museum, 2019. 

20 October 2022. Biography: Anna May Wong (womenshistory.org) 
Anna May Wong will become the first Asian American on U.S. coins: NPR 
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First Asian American International Film Star 
And Martial Arts Innovator Bruce Lee  

Bruce Lee (1940-1973) was an American-born film actor who was renowned for his martial 
arts prowess and who helped popularize martial arts movies in the 1970s.  
Lee was born in San Francisco, but he grew up in Hong Kong.  He was introduced to the 
entertainment industry at an early age, as his father was an opera singer and part-time actor.  
The younger Lee began appearing in films as a child and was frequently cast as a juvenile 
delinquent or street urchin.  As a teenager, he took up with local gangs and began learning 
kung fu to better defend himself.  He also started dance lessons, which further refined his 
footwork and balance; in 1958 Lee won the Hong Kong cha-cha championship. 
Lee’s parents were disturbed by his street fighting and run-ins with the police, and they sent 
him to live in the United States shortly after he turned 18.  He lived with family friends in 
Seattle, where he finished high school and studied philosophy and drama at the University of 
Washington.  While in Seattle he opened his first martial arts school, and in 1964 he 
relocated to Oakland, California, to found a second school.  He began to develop his own 
technique—jeet kune do, a blend of ancient kung fu, fencing, boxing, and philosophy—
which he began teaching instead of traditional martial arts.  He drew the attention of a 
television producer after giving a kung fu demonstration at a Los Angeles-area karate 
tournament, and he was cast as the sidekick Kato in the television series The Green Hornet 
(1966–67). 
Lee had difficulty finding acting jobs after the cancellation of The Green Hornet, and he 
began supplementing his income by giving private jeet kune do lessons to Hollywood stars, 
including Steve McQueen.  In the 1969 film Marlowe, Lee received notice for a scene in 
which he destroyed an entire office through kickboxing and karate moves.  Troubled by his 
inability to find other suitable roles, however, he moved back to Hong Kong in 1971.  There 
Lee starred in two films that broke box-office records throughout Asia, and he later found 
success in the United States with Tang shan da xiong (1971; Fists of Fury [U.S.], or The Big 
Boss [Hong Kong English title]) and Jing wu men (1972; The Chinese Connection [U.S.], or 
Fist of Fury [Hong Kong English title]). 
In addition to his success as a martial artist, martial arts instructor, actor, director, 
screenwriter, producer, and philosopher, Lee formed his own production company.  He 
coproduced, directed, wrote, and starred in his next film, Meng long guo jiang (1972; Return 
of the Dragon [U.S.], or The Way of the Dragon [Hong Kong English title]).  Lee’s following 
film, Enter the Dragon (1973), was the first joint venture between Hong Kong- and U.S.-
based production companies, and it became a worldwide hit, thrusting Lee into international 
movie stardom.  Tragically, he died six days before the film’s Hong Kong release.   
Bruce Lee was an ally of humanity and believed that if everyone helped his neighbor, no one 
would be without help.  Bruce Lee believed that individuals, societies, and cultures need to 
“change with change.”  Today, the Bruce Lee Foundation, a 501c3 not-for-profit 
organization, provides access to Bruce Lee’s ideas and teachings to enhance personal growth 
and spread harmony. 

https://brucelee.com/  
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Bruce-Lee 

  

https://brucelee.com/
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Figure 7 Photo of Bruce Lee. Photo credit https://webparkz.blogspot.com/2013/02/bruce-lees-most-mysterious-fight.html 

Only Asian-American to Win a Best Director Oscar, Golden Globe, and 
British Academy Film Award (BAFTA) Ang Lee 

Born in Pingtung, Taiwan, Ang Lee (1954- ) is regarded as one of the greatest contemporary 
filmmakers.  He graduated from the National Taiwan College of Arts in 1975 and came to 
the U.S. to study, receiving a B.F.A. in Theatre/Theater Direction at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign, and an M.A. in Film Production at New York University (NYU).  At 
NYU, he served as Assistant Director on Spike Lee's student film, Joe's Bed-Stuy 
Barbershop: We Cut Heads (1983).  
When he was 37 years old, Ang Lee directed his first feature film, but he was a stay-at-home 
parent for six years when his film career stalled and his wife was the sole earner in the 
family.  Ang Lee had planned on changing to a career in Computer Science when his film 
career stalled, but his wife encouraged him to stick with it, and he did, with great success. 
His movies The Wedding Banquet (1993), Eat Drink Man Woman (1994), and Crouching 
Tiger, Hidden Dragon (2000) were Oscar-nominated for "Best Foreign Language Film" 
(Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon won).  His films are known for their spectacular, CGI-
laden action scenes in service of psychological, intimate drama, and the diversity of settings, 
which realistically depict various international cultures.  
Ang Lee’s films have received many awards, and he was the first recipient of the Academy 
Award for Best Director who is not Caucasian, i.e., American or European.  His work has 
been Oscar nominated for Best Picture: Sense and Sensibility (1995), Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon (2000), Brokeback Mountain (2005), and Life of Pi (2012).  He was the first 
Asian director to direct a comic book film with Hulk (2003).  Ang Lee also directed two 
films which won the Academy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay: Sense and Sensibility 
(1995) and Brokeback Mountain (2005).  Lee also won Best Director for the latter. 
After the enormous success of Life of Pi, a global smash with $609 million in ticket sales, 
Lee dedicated himself to uncovering what he calls the aesthetics of 3-D and digital cinema.  
He believes those technologies aren't minor new iterations to moviemaking, but if fully 
grasped, could be a new medium entirely.  Lee has, at 64, completely remade himself as a 
filmmaker. 

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000487/bio?ref_=nm_ov_bio_sm 
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2019/oct/10/ang-lee-has-a-new-religion-in-digital-will-

anyone-/ 
  



13 
 

 

 
Figure 8 Photo of Ang Lee. Photo credit https://www.filmibeat.com/celebs/ang-lee.html#filmography 

First to Revive Lost Art of Traditional Wayfinding 
Nainoa Thompson, Native Hawaiian navigator  

Modern navigators often use instruments like compasses, radar equipment, and Global 
Positioning System (GPS) receivers to navigate the seas.  However, early Polynesian 
voyagers found their way across oceans by understanding natural cues from the sun, moon, 
stars, clouds and waves.  Around the 14th century, this traditional art of wayfinding to go on 
long-distance ocean voyages gradually died out.  Native Hawaiian master navigator Nainoa 
Thompson (1953- ) became the first to practice it again when he combined traditional 
wayfinding principles and modern science to develop the star compass, a conceptual 
direction system, in 1980. 
The star compass is a visual representation of how navigators view the horizon around them 
to find their way.  Unlike a physical compass, Thompson’s invention is a mental construct 
for navigation that splits the visual horizon into 32 houses where a certain celestial body is 
located.  This allows navigators to orient themselves by identifying the position of the stars 
as they rise and set, without the need for any navigational instruments.  In 1992, Thompson 
began training new Hawaiian navigators to preserve tradition and pass on the knowledge to 
future generations. 
 

 
Figure 9 Photo of Nainoa Thompson and the Star Compass. Photo credit The Polynesian Voyaging Society
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Inventor of the Universal Series Bus (USB) Technology 
Indian American Ajay Bhatt  

In the early 1990s, connecting a device like a keyboard, mouse, or printer to a computer 
required a time-consuming and laborious installation process.  Computer architect Ajay Bhatt 
(1957-  ) saw the need to simplify this approach.  
“Anytime (my family) wanted to do something simple like print a letter for my daughter’s 
school, I would get a phone call from my wife that she just can’t print it,” Bhatt told PC 
World.  “She does something, but nothing happens to the printer.”  That’s what drove him to 
invent the standard that’s now widely used across devices around the world.  
He began visualizing a technology that would allow devices to connect to computers more 
easily, similar to the way plugs fit in electrical wall outlets.  Companies like Microsoft and 
Apple were hesitant to break the existing compatibility functions of computers, but Intel, the 
company Bhatt was working for at the time, backed his idea and helped him develop it.  This 
invention would later change the entire computer industry. 
In 1994, Bhatt and his team created Universal Series Bus (USB) technology, allowing users 
to connect different components to computers without extra hassle.  The USB hub serves as a 
“translator” for various devices, making it easier for computers to understand different 
commands.  Intel made the technology open and royalty-free, and Bhatt believed they had 
every right to do so — even though it meant that he didn’t get rich off of his invention.  “I 
don’t do these things for money,” he said. 
Bhatt was born in Baroda, India, and after his graduation from Maharaja Savajirao 
University, he moved to the City University of New York for his Master’s degree.  He joined 
Intel in 1990 as a senior staff architect.  At Intel, he was prolific, and earned 132 U.S. and 
international patents.  He was also named an Intel Fellow for his technical leadership and 
outstanding contributions to the company and the industry.  In April 2013, he received the 
Outstanding Achievement in Science & Technology Award at The Asian Awards in London. 
 
8 Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders whose innovations have changed your life (really!) | 

(ted.com) 
The Story Of Intel's Ajay Bhatt, Who Invented The USB That We Use Everyday 

(officechai.com) 
 

 
Figure 10 Photo of Ajay Bhatt holding a USB and photos of two USB drives. Photo credit 

https://officechai.com/stories/story-intels-ajay-bhatt-invented-usb-use-everyday/ 

https://ideas.ted.com/8-asian-americans-and-pacific-islanders-whose-innovations-have-changed-your-life-really/
https://ideas.ted.com/8-asian-americans-and-pacific-islanders-whose-innovations-have-changed-your-life-really/
https://officechai.com/stories/story-intels-ajay-bhatt-invented-usb-use-everyday/
https://officechai.com/stories/story-intels-ajay-bhatt-invented-usb-use-everyday/
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Decorated Soldier's Journey to Service Began in South Vietnam 

For as long as she can remember, Army Col. Danielle Ngo said she wanted to be a soldier.  
Her path to that career started halfway around the world in South Vietnam.  In late April 
1975, at age three, Ngo said the world her family had known was collapsing as North 
Vietnamese forces began to overrun the defenses of Saigon, now called Ho Chi Minh City. 
Her mother, Thai-An, and sister, Lan-Dinh, left their paternal grandparents’ Saigon home 
where they were visiting, for the Tan Son Nhat airport for evacuation.  Ngo’s grandfather 
made the difficult journey from the seaside village of Vung Tau, where they all lived 
together, to take Ngo back to her mother because the South Vietnamese government had 
issued an off-limits restriction for traveling that week.  He did not want them to be separated.  
Ngo said they were among those eligible to be evacuated because her grandmother had 
worked at the U.S. Embassy in Saigon. 
Ngo has only a few, vague recollections of the evacuation because she was so young at the 
time.  As aerial bombs rained down on the airport, their airplane took off.  Ngo said her 
mother told her it was most likely the last plane to leave.  Unfortunately, her father wasn't on 
the evacuation flight.  He stayed behind to fight, as he was a captain in South Vietnam's 
army.  Many years later he emigrated to the United States. 
Ngo's mother took her two daughters and settled in Massachusetts. They moved frequently, 
living first in the town of Melrose and later in the towns of Malden, Hingham, and 
Watertown.  Growing up, Ngo said her mom taught her all about the Vietnamese culture and 
how to make Vietnamese food, which she enjoys preparing even today. 
At age 17, Ngo said she coaxed her mother to sign enlistment papers so she could serve in 
the Army Reserve.  In 1994, Ngo graduated from the University of Massachusetts with a 
Bachelor of Science in finance and was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the Army, 
serving in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
Since then, Ngo has had many assignments, including in Bosnia, Iraq, and Afghanistan. Her 
most noteworthy decorations include a Bronze Star Medal with oak leaf cluster.  She is 
currently the executive officer for the Army Inspector General at the Pentagon. 
Soldier's Journey to Service Began in South Vietnam > U.S. Department of Defense > Story 

 

 
Figure 11 Army Col. Danielle Ngo. Photo credit https://www.defense.gov/News/Feature-

Stories/Story/Article/2606770/soldiers-journey-to-service-began-in-south-vietnam/ 

https://www.defense.gov/News/Feature-Stories/Story/Article/2606770/soldiers-journey-to-service-began-in-south-vietnam/
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First Asian-American Woman in the Senate 

Mazie Hirono 
Mazie Hirono (1947-  ) is a woman of many firsts: first woman elected to the U.S. Senate 
from Hawaii, first Asian American woman in the Senate, first Japanese-born senator, and 
first Buddhist to serve in Congress.  Before she could achieve all this, Hirono had to 
overcome many obstacles, including the split up of her family at age seven.  Escaping an 
abusive husband, her mother brought Mazie and one son to Hawaii in the steerage of a 
battleship.  The younger son had to stay behind with grandparents because he was too young 
for school, and there was no money for childcare in their new home.  
In many ways, this painful experience shaped much of Hirono’s life.  In particular, it gave 
her perspective and motivation to speak out against family separation policies.  In an 
interview, Hirono said, “I always tell my mom there is nothing I can do—hard as it is to be in 
politics . . . harder than what she did.”  
In 1959, when Hawaii became a state, Hirono became a U.S. citizen.  Her interest in politics 
started as a psychology student at the University of Hawaii protesting the Vietnam War.  She 
threw herself into working on political campaigns.  After earning a law degree at 
Georgetown University, one of the state legislators she had campaigned for tapped her as his 
replacement.  She served more than a decade in the Hawaii State House and then as 
Lieutenant Governor.  
She entered the national stage in 2006 by winning a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives 
and in 2012 by becoming a U.S. Senator.  In 2017, she was diagnosed with stage four kidney 
cancer, but that did not slow her down.  In fact, it fueled her fight for affordable health care.  
She is also known for strengthening consumer protections, public education, affordable 
housing, and digital literacy.  In 2021, she shared her story in the book, Heart of Fire: An 
Immigrant Daughter’s Story.  

Fourteen Famous Asian and Pacific Islander Immigrants > The Immigrant Learning Center 
(ilctr.org) 

 

 
Figure 12 Photo of Mazie Hirono. Photo credit https://www.ilctr.org/famous-asian-pacific-islander-

immigrants/#:~:text=Fourteen%20Famous%20Asian%20and%20Pacific%20Islander%20Immigrants%201,%2F%20Activi
st%2C%201940%20%E2%80%93%201996%20...%20More%20items 

https://www.ilctr.org/famous-asian-pacific-islander-immigrants/#:%7E:text=Fourteen%20Famous%20Asian%20and%20Pacific%20Islander%20Immigrants%201,%2F%20Activist%2C%201940%20%E2%80%93%201996%20...%20More%20items
https://www.ilctr.org/famous-asian-pacific-islander-immigrants/#:%7E:text=Fourteen%20Famous%20Asian%20and%20Pacific%20Islander%20Immigrants%201,%2F%20Activist%2C%201940%20%E2%80%93%201996%20...%20More%20items
https://www.ilctr.org/famous-asian-pacific-islander-immigrants/#:%7E:text=Fourteen%20Famous%20Asian%20and%20Pacific%20Islander%20Immigrants%201,%2F%20Activist%2C%201940%20%E2%80%93%201996%20...%20More%20items
https://www.ilctr.org/famous-asian-pacific-islander-immigrants/#:%7E:text=Fourteen%20Famous%20Asian%20and%20Pacific%20Islander%20Immigrants%201,%2F%20Activist%2C%201940%20%E2%80%93%201996%20...%20More%20items
https://www.ilctr.org/famous-asian-pacific-islander-immigrants/#:%7E:text=Fourteen%20Famous%20Asian%20and%20Pacific%20Islander%20Immigrants%201,%2F%20Activist%2C%201940%20%E2%80%93%201996%20...%20More%20items
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Decorated Army Officer Colonel Young Oak Kim  
Nominated for Presidential Medal of Freedom 

In 2016, the Council of Korean Americans (CKA) organized diverse civic, political, and 
military leaders from across the United States to nominate the late Colonel Young Oak Kim 
for a Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian award of the United States.  Young 
Oak Kim’s extraordinary service in the United States Army and his compassion for the 
underprivileged and marginalized epitomize the meaning of public service and social justice.   
Young Oak Kim was born in 1919 in Los Angeles.  He was a decorated U.S. Army officer 
whose career included serving in the famed all-Japanese American 100th Battalion/442nd 
Regimental Combat Team during World War II and becoming the first minority in U.S. 
Army history to command a battalion in combat, during the Korean War.  For his 
extraordinary military service, Colonel Young Oak Kim was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Cross, two Silver Stars, two Bronze Stars, three Purple Hearts, two Legions of Merit, 
and several military commendations from foreign governments: Italy’s Bronze Medal of 
Military Valor and Military Valor Cross, France’s la Legion D’Honneur, and the Republic of 
Korea’s Moran Order of Military Merit. 
In 1972, Young Oak Kim retired from the U.S. military and dedicated the remainder of his 
life to humanitarian work in his native Los Angeles.  Kim’s vision and leadership birthed a 
wide range of organizations, including the Center for Pacific Asian Families; the Korean 
Health, Education, Information, and Research Center; the Korean American Museum; and 
the Japanese American National Museum.  Kim passed away from cancer in 2005 and is 
buried in the Punchbowl National Cemetery in Hawaii. 
If selected, Young Oak Kim would have been the first Korean American to be awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom since it was established in 1960.  While Colonel Kim was not 
chosen, his legacy of service and sacrifice has also been recognized by the National Go for 
Broke Days organization. 

Honoring Our Heroes | Council of Korean Americans (CKA) (councilka.org) 
 

 
Figure 13 Photo of Young Oak Kim receiving a medal and sitting in uniform with regalia. Photo credit 

https://news.va.gov/58513/korean-american-vet-fights-famous-go-broke-regiment/ 

https://councilka.org/honoring-our-heroes/
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Award-winning Architect I. M. Pei (1917 – 2019)  
I. M. Pei, born Ieoh Ming Pei in China, is one of the most recognized architects in the world.  
Pei came to the United States in 1935, enrolling initially at the University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, and then transferring to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, 
as a student of architectural engineering.  Fortunately, student visas were among the very few 
exceptions to the Chinese Exclusion Act at that time.  He graduated in 1939 and, unable to 
return to China because of the outbreak of World War II, carried out various architectural 
contracts in Boston, New York City, and Los Angeles.  During World War II, he decided to 
put off launching his career as an architect to help the National Defense Research Committee 
design bombs that would be effective against Japanese homes constructed from wood and 
paper.  This service did not protect him from discrimination.  While traveling, Pei was 
sometimes turned away from lodgings by people suspecting he was Japanese. 
From 1945 to 1948 he was an assistant professor at the Graduate School of Design of 
Harvard University, where he received a master’s degree in 1946.  He became a U.S. citizen 
in 1954. After the war, Pei embarked on a series of major projects that won him significant 
acclaim.  He was known for his versatility, working on both commercial skyscrapers and 
famous art museums.   
Among his most famous achievements are the renovation of the Louvre in Paris, including 
the construction of the iconic glass and metal pyramid, Mesa Laboratory in Boulder, 
Colorado, and the Kennedy Presidential Library in Boston.  Pei continued to consult and 
work on projects into his nineties, including starting a scholarship fund for other Chinese 
international architecture students to follow in his footsteps.  
His numerous honors include the Pritzker Architecture Prize (1983), the Japan Art 
Association’s Praemium Imperiale prize for architecture (1989), the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom (1993), a lifetime achievement award from the Cooper-Hewitt Museum (2003), and 
the Royal Gold Medal (2010) awarded by the Royal Institute of British Architects.  He also 
was made an officer of the Legion of Honour in 1993. 

Fourteen Famous Asian and Pacific Islander Immigrants > The Immigrant Learning Center 
(ilctr.org) 

I.M. Pei | Biography, Architecture, & Facts | Britannica 
 

 
Figure 14 Photo of I.M. Pei standing in front of the steel-and-glass pyramid he designed for the Louvre Museum, Paris, 

1989. Photo credit https://www.britannica.com/biography/I-M-Pei 

https://www.ilctr.org/famous-asian-pacific-islander-immigrants/#:%7E:text=Fourteen%20Famous%20Asian%20and%20Pacific%20Islander%20Immigrants%201,%2F%20Activist%2C%201940%20%E2%80%93%201996%20...%20More%20items
https://www.ilctr.org/famous-asian-pacific-islander-immigrants/#:%7E:text=Fourteen%20Famous%20Asian%20and%20Pacific%20Islander%20Immigrants%201,%2F%20Activist%2C%201940%20%E2%80%93%201996%20...%20More%20items
https://www.britannica.com/biography/I-M-Pei
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Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month 
 

Events 
 

 
SECNAV Names Future Arleigh Burke-class Destroyer 

 for Philippine American Telesforo Trinidad 
On 19 May, 2022, Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) Carlos Del Toro announced that a 
future Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer will be named USS Telesforo Trinidad 
(DDG 139).  Trinidad risked his life to save two of his teammates during a boiler explosion. 
Trinidad was born 25 November 1890, in Aklan Province, Panay, Philippine Islands.  On 21 
January 1915, Petty Officer Trinidad was serving aboard USS San Diego when the captain 
decided to conduct a four-hour full-speed and endurance trial.  Following the trial, an 
obstructed tube in one of the ship’s boilers gave way, creating a chain reaction.  Trinidad re-
entered the closed space to the No. 2 boiler to save Fireman 2nd Class R. W. Daly.  As he 
was carrying Daly through the No. 4 fireroom, an explosion of No. 3 boiler hit Trinidad, 
which burned him in the face.  After seeing Daly to safety, despite his injuries, Trinidad then 
assisted in rescuing another injured shipmate from the No. 3 fireroom.  For his bravery, the 
U.S. Navy awarded him the Medal of Honor.   
“I am pleased to honor Trinidad’s life and legacy today – especially during Asian American 
Pacific Islander Heritage Month,” said Del Toro.  “Having a ship named after such a 
significant figure highlights our diverse culture and that our people will always be our 
strategic advantage against any adversary.  I hope the naming of this ship is a beacon for not 
only Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders but for all our Sailors, Marines, and civilians 
who serve across the Department of the Navy.  The service and sacrifice of these men and 
women have made our military and our nation stronger and better.” 
SECNAV Names Future Arleigh Burke-class Destroyer Telesforo Trinidad > United States 

Navy > News-Stories 
 

 
Figure 15 Photo of Telesforo Trinidad with medals above the USS San Diego. 

 Photo credit Courtesy Naval History and Heritage Command 

https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/3036923/secnav-names-future-arleigh-burke-class-destroyer-telesforo-trinidad/
https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/3036923/secnav-names-future-arleigh-burke-class-destroyer-telesforo-trinidad/
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Japanese American Soldiers Recognized by Army for Service 
Activated on February 1, 1943, the 422nd Regimental Combat Team was an Army unit 
composed almost entirely of second-generation Japanese Americans — also known as Nisei 
— who volunteered from Hawaii and internment camps on the mainland.   
Despite being subjected to prejudice and discrimination, a large number of Nisei volunteered 
for service in the U.S. Army.  In June 1944, the men who signed on with the 442nd would 
find themselves in Italy, fighting alongside the 100th Infantry Battalion, the battle-tested unit 
made up mostly of Japanese Americans from Hawaii. 
The 100th had been formed in 1942, before the ban had been placed on the enlistment of 
Japanese Americans, and they had seen action in North Africa and Italy.  For months, the 
men of the 100th had distinguished themselves in repeated assaults on the German lines as 
the Allies fought northward in Italy. 
The 100th had lost over 950 men, so many that they came to be called the “Purple Heart 
Battalion.”  As the campaign in Italy continued into the autumn, the newcomers of the 442nd 
and the combat-wise survivors of the 100th would be asked to spearhead the Fifth Army’s 
drive northward from Rome. 
In September, the 442nd was moved from the ongoing battle in Italy and rushed to France.  
Once considered a “problem” by the army, the 442nd was now seen as a problem solver. 
Over time, the Japanese-American soldiers would be recognized for their bravery and 
sacrifice.  After fifty-five years, twenty members of the 442nd would finally be awarded the 
Medal of Honor, our nation’s highest award for valor. 

Asian Americans & Pacific Islanders in the U.S. Army| The United States Army  
This Japanese-American fighting unit was one of WWII's most decorated, 1943-1945 - Rare 

Historical Photos 
 

 
Figure 16 Photo of Soldiers of the 442nd saluting the flag at Camp Shelby, Mississippi. June, 1943. Photo credit 

https://rarehistoricalphotos.com/japanese-american-soldiers-1943-1945/  

https://www.army.mil/asianpacificamericans/timeline.html
https://rarehistoricalphotos.com/japanese-american-soldiers-1943-1945/
https://rarehistoricalphotos.com/japanese-american-soldiers-1943-1945/
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Department of Defense 2022 Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month 
The Department of Defense (DoD) celebrates May 1-31, 2022 as Asian American Pacific 
Islander (AAPI) Heritage Month, acknowledging the contributions of Asian Americans, 
Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders in defending America's freedom.  The 2022 theme, 
"Advancing Leaders Through Collaboration," recognizes the collective benefits resulting 
from a spirit of community, cooperation, and cultural engagement.  
Despite racial and ethnic barriers to advancement, generations of Asian Americans, Native 
Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders sacrificed, and continue to serve, as military members and 
civilian employees.  In 2021, they comprised approximately 8 percent of DoD's enlisted 
force, 6 percent of the commissioned officer corps, and 12 percent of civilian employees.  
Many leaders from the Asian American Pacific Islander community have served in DoD with 
distinction and in mission critical positions such as Vice Admiral (Retired) Raquel C. Bono, 
former Director, Defense Health Agency; Dr. David Chu, former Under Secretary of Defense 
for Personnel and Readiness; and General (Retired) Eric Shinseki, the first Asian American 
4-star General and 34th Chief of Staff of the Army. 
The richness of the AAPI Heritage promotes an intercultural exchange and fosters diverse 
perspectives in our Department.  For example, alternative medical practices rooted in Asian 
traditions, like acupuncture, provide relief to American warfighters recovering from injury.  
American Soldiers, Marines, Sailors, Airmen, Guardians, and their families have experienced 
a breadth of Asian and Pacific Island culture leading to lifelong connections that became 
extended family and friends.  
America, as we know it, would not be the same without the vibrancy of the AAPI 
communities in our society.  We honor their enduring legacy and contributions to our nation 
and stand united in fostering a community of belonging for all people. 

2022 Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month Observance Announcement 
(defense.gov) 

 
 

 

Figure 17 Photo of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in U.S. military. Photo credit nextdaybetter.com  

https://media.defense.gov/2022/May/04/2002989607/-1/-1/1/2022-ASIAN-AMERICAN-PACIFIC-ISLANDER-HERITAGE-MONTH-OBSERVANCE-ANNOUNCEMENT.PDF
https://media.defense.gov/2022/May/04/2002989607/-1/-1/1/2022-ASIAN-AMERICAN-PACIFIC-ISLANDER-HERITAGE-MONTH-OBSERVANCE-ANNOUNCEMENT.PDF
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Astronaut Kalpana Chawla (1962 – 2003) 
Awarded Congressional Space Medal of Honor  

Kalpana Chawla was fascinated with airplanes and flight long before she became an 
astronaut.  As a child in India, she would visit flying clubs to watch planes overhead.  When 
Chawla chose to study aeronautical engineering at Punjab Engineering College, she had to 
override the objections of professors who thought she had no future in the field.  She came to 
the United States to obtain her masters and PhD in aerospace engineering.  After completing 
her doctorate, she successfully applied for a competitive research position at National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). 
She left NASA for a few years to build her skills as a research scientist and flight instructor 
at a private company while working toward her ultimate ambition of going to space.  In order 
to fulfill that ambition, Chawla also had to obtain her U.S. citizenship.  Once she became a 
naturalized citizen, she applied to join the NASA Astronaut Corps and was selected among 
thousands of applicants.  When she served as the mission specialist and the prime robotic arm 
operator for the successful Space Shuttle Columbia flight STS-87, she became the first 
woman born in India to enter space. 
Tragically, her second trip on the Columbia ended in disaster when the shuttle broke apart 
while re-entering the atmosphere.  Chawla, along with the rest of the crew, was 
posthumously given the Congressional Space Medal of Honor.  In India, she is considered a 
national hero. 

Fourteen Famous Asian and Pacific Islander Immigrants > The Immigrant Learning Center 
(ilctr.org) 

 

 
Figure 18 Photo of Kalpana Chawla, astronaut, in NASA orange flight suit. Photo credit 

http://science.ksc.nasa.gov/shuttle/missions/sts-107/images/high/KSC-02PD-
1127.jpghttp://spaceflight.nasa.gov/gallery/images/shuttle/sts-107/html/jsc2002e25323.html, Public Domain, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=881913 
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United States Postal Service Honors Suffragist 
Mabel Ping-Hua Lee (1896 – 1966) 

Dr. Mabel Ping-Hua Lee was a committed champion of women’s rights, particularly the right 
to vote.  When Lee was a child, her family came to the United States from China to perform 
missionary work.  By the time she was just 16 years old, Lee was involved in the New York 
City suffragist campaign to give women the vote.  While attending Barnard College, where 
she obtained her bachelor’s and master’s degrees, Lee helped lead a parade on horseback 
through the streets of Greenwich Village in 1912 and gave speeches at both women’s and 
Chinese groups.  In her most famous speech, “The Submerged Half,” she described women 
as a suppressed pool of talent and drive that neither China nor the United States could 
succeed without.   
Lee was an outspoken leader despite knowing that her status as a Chinese immigrant would 
prevent her from voting even if American women won the right to vote.  Women won the 
right to vote in 1917 in New York and in 1920 across the country, but the Chinese Exclusion 
Act prevented women from China from voting until it was repealed in 1943.  It is unknown if 
Lee ever gained her citizenship or was able to vote.  
Lee became the first Chinese woman to earn a doctorate in economics in the United States 
when she earned her PhD from Columbia University in 1921.  Lee went on to create the 
Chinese Christian Center, a community center that offered English lessons, a health clinic 
and a kindergarten.  The center is still in operation today.  In a 2018 ceremony, the United 
States Postal Service renamed Manhattan’s Chinatown Post Office. It is now called the 
Mabel Lee Memorial Post Office in recognition of all that she achieved. 

Fourteen Famous Asian and Pacific Islander Immigrants > The Immigrant Learning Center 
(ilctr.org) 

 

 
Figure 19 Dr. Mabel Ping-Hua Lee. Photo credit https://www.ilctr.org/famous-asian-pacific-islander-

immigrants/#:~:text=Fourteen%20Famous%20Asian%20and%20Pacific%20Islander%20Immigrants%201,%2F%20Activi
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Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month 
 

Quotes 
 

 
“If every man would help his neighbor, no man would be without help.” 
Bruce Lee 
“Empty your mind.  Be formless, shapeless, like water.  You put water into a cup; it 
becomes the cup.  You put it into a teapot, it becomes the teapot.  You put water into a 
bottle; it becomes the bottle.  Now water can flow, or it can crash.  Be water, my friend.” 
Bruce Lee 
“Do not pray for an easy life; pray for the strength to endure a difficult one.” 
Bruce Lee 
“I fear not the man who has practiced 10,000 kicks once, but I fear the man who has 
practiced one kick 10,000 times.” 
Bruce Lee 

Bruce Lee Quotes (Author of Tao of Jeet Kune Do) (goodreads.com) 
 
“Isn't hate merely the result of wounded love?” 
Amy Tan, The Joy Luck Club 
“That was how dishonesty and betrayal started, not in big lies but in small secrets.” 
Amy Tan, The Bonesetter's Daughter 

Amy Tan Quotes (Author of The Joy Luck Club) (goodreads.com) 
 

“Anger can teach us forgiveness, hate can teach us love, and war can teach us peace.”  
Le Ly Hayslip, When Heaven and Earth Changed Places: A Vietnamese Woman’s 
Journey from War to Peace  
“One does not die from pain unless one chooses to.”  
Wakako Yamauchi, playwright 
“To finally recognize our own invisibility is to finally be on the path toward visibility. 
Invisibility is not a natural state for anyone.”  
Mitsuye Yamada, Invisibility Is an Unnatural Disaster: Reflections of an Asian American 
Woman 

Powerful Quotes from Asian American and Pacific Islander Writers | by Copper Books | The 
Emerald | Medium  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/32579.Bruce_Lee
https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/5246.Amy_Tan
https://medium.com/the-emerald/powerful-quotes-from-asian-american-and-pacific-islander-writers-e0d4b7ee9753
https://medium.com/the-emerald/powerful-quotes-from-asian-american-and-pacific-islander-writers-e0d4b7ee9753
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“In life, try your best to do the right thing.  Have fun while you're alive.  Take advantage 
of every asset you have.  Don't take anything for granted.” 
Justin Chon, actor and filmmaker 
“It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not stop.” 
Confucius 
“Do the difficult things while they are easy and do the great things while they are small.  
A journey of a thousand miles must begin with a single step.” 
Lao Tzu 
“Be kind whenever possible.  It is always possible.” 
Dalai Lama 

Top 10 Asian-American Quotes - BrainyQuote 
 
“The American dream belongs to all of us.” 
 Kamala Harris, first female Vice President 
“Success is a collection of problems solved.” 
 I.M. Pei, architect 
“When you learn something from people, or from a culture, you accept it as a gift, and it is 
your lifelong commitment to preserve it and build on it.” 
Yo-Yo Ma, cellist 
“Never give up. Today is hard, tomorrow will be worse, but the day after tomorrow will 
be sunshine.” 
Jack Ma, businessman 

55 Inspiring Asian Pacific Islander Heritage Month Quotes (teambuilding.com) 

 

“Things to know about me: I'm half English, half Taiwanese, and no, I don't know karate.  
I'm definitely not good at math and I don't know how to spell your name in Chinese.” 

Vivien Chien, Death by Dumpling 
Vivien Chien Quotes (Author of Death by Dumpling) (goodreads.com) 

“It was hard for me to do the show (All-American Girl) because a lot of people didn’t even 
understand the concept of Asian-American.  I was on a morning show and the host said, 
“Awright, Margaret, we’re changing over to an ABC affiliate!  So why don’t you tell our 
viewers in your native language that we’re making that transition?”  So I looked at the 
camera and said, “Um, they’re changing over to an ABC affiliate.”” 
 Margaret Cho, actress, comedian, musician 

Inspiring Asian American Quotes & Sayings In Life – OverallMotivation 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/justin-chon-quotes
https://www.brainyquote.com/lists/topics/top-10-asian-american-quotes
https://teambuilding.com/blog/asian-heritage-month-quotes
https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/16777960.Vivien_Chien
https://www.overallmotivation.com/quotes/asian-american-quotes/
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