
Juneteenth, celebrated on June 19, is the name given by African 
Americans to Emancipation Day in Texas. It is considered the 
longest-running African American holiday. 
In 1865, Union troops led by Major General Gordon Granger arrived In 1865, Union troops led by Major General Gordon Granger arrived 
in Galveston, Texas, to take control of the state and ensure that all 
enslaved people were freed. The troops’ arrival came two and a half 
years after President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation. 

According to theAccording to the Texas State Library and Archives Commission, 
Major General Granger read General Order No. 3, to the people, 
“The people of Texas are informed that in accordance with a 
Proclamation from the Executive of the United States, all slaves are 
free,” 

Large celebrations began in 1866 and continued regularly into the Large celebrations began in 1866 and continued regularly into the 
early 20th century. African Americans equate this day to  the Fourth 
of July, and Juneteenth celebrations contained similar events. 
The June 19th celebration spread from Texas to the neighboring 
states of Louisiana, Arkansas, and Oklahoma. Later it appeared in 
Alabama, Florida, and California as African American Texans 
migrated.

Celebrations declined during Celebrations declined during World War II but returned in 1950 at the 
Texas State Fair in Dallas. Interest and participation decreased in the 
late 1950s and 1960s as attention focused on expanding civil rights. 
In the 1970s, Juneteenth revived in some communities. In 1979, 
Texas became the first state to make Juneteenth an official holiday; 
several others followed suit over the years. 
In June 2021, Congress passed a resolution establishing Juneteenth In June 2021, Congress passed a resolution establishing Juneteenth 
as a national holiday. On June 17, 2021, the event was signed into 
law and it officially became a federal holiday.
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