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Sylvia Mendez is an American civil rights activist of 
Mexican and Puerto Rican heritage. She played an 
instrumental role in the Mendez v. Westminster case, the 
landmark desegregation case of 1946. 

The case successfully ended segregation in California 
and paved the way for integration and the American civil 
rights movement.

Every day, 8-year-old Sylvia Mendez and her friends got off the 
school bus in front of 17th Street Elementary School in Westminster, 
California. The large, clean building had plenty of room for its students 
and a playground. 

Yet they attended Hoover Elementary. A small, run-down school on a 
dirt lot. The curriculum prepped boys for labor work and taught girls 
housekeeping duties.

When Mendez and her family tried to register at the 17th Street school 
they were turned away. However, their fairer-skinned cousins with a 
French last name were accepted. 

Gonzalo Mendez, Sylvia’s father, along with four other families filed a 
lawsuit against the Orange County School District. They wanted their 
kids to have the same opportunities as white kids. The case would 
become known as Mendez v. Westminster. 

On February 14, 1946, less than a year after filing, Judge Paul J. 
McCormick ruled in favor of the Mendez family and their co-plaintiffs. 
The case would go on to leave a lasting legacy on the prospect of racial 
equality in America. 

Answer: N, J, G, A, K, D, Q, B, F, T, H, P, O, M, E, C, R, S, L, I
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Hispanic Heritage Month takes place September 15th 
to October 15th every year as a time to recognize and 
celebrate the many contributions, diverse cultures, 
and extensive histories of Hispanic Americans.
  
Beginning in 1968, Hispanic Heritage Month was 
originally observed as “Hispanic Heritage Week” but 
it was later extended to a month in 1988. 

The month also celebrates the independence days 
of several Latin American countries, including: 
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and 
Nicaragua on September 15th, Mexico on September 
16th, and Chile on September 18th.

They also include holidays that recognize Hispanic 
contributions such as Virgin Islands-Puerto Rico 
Friendship Day that is celebrated in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands.

DID YOU KNOW?
The U.S. Hispanic population is the nation’s 
second-fastest-growing group after Asians. 
The Hispanic population in the U.S. reached a 
record 62.1 million in 2020, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau. Hispanics account for 
18.7% of the total U.S. population.

“He played a kind of baseball 
that none of us had ever seen 
before… As if it were a form of 
punishment for everyone else on 
the field.” 
– Roger Angell 
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Just like the iconic stars and stripes of the United States flag, other 
countries have their own unique flags too, each with history and 
symbolism, or meaning, behind the design of their flag. Here are 
some examples of flags from a few Spanish Speaking countries. Use 
the descriptions to color each flag with the correct colors.

Cuba
The flag of Cuba has 5 alternating 
blue and white stripes, starting with 
blue at the top. The triangle on the 
left side is red and stands for strength 
and equality. In the middle of the red 
triangle is a white star that represents independence of Cuba.

Uruguay
This flag has 9 stripes of alternating white 
and blue that represent the 9 original 
departments (like colonies or states) of 
Uruguay. The first stripe is white. In the 
left top corner is a bright golden sun that 
represents the “Sun of May”, as there was a 

bright sun shining during an important gathering in 1810, as South 
American Spanish colonies strived for independence.

Honduras
This flag has three stripes, a blue 
stripe on the top and bottom, and 
white stripe in the middle. In the 
center of the white stripe there are 
5 blue stars which represent the  5 
member countries of the South American federation (Honduras, 
El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Guatemala), much like the 
stars on the US flag that represent each state.

Flags
The numbers Roberto 
Clemente 
assembled 
over 18 
big league 
seasons tell 
the story of 
a complete 
ballplayer. 
However, his 
story goes beyond 
mere numbers.

Off the field, 
Clemente was 
described as a quiet 
gentleman. He was 
proud of his Puerto 
Rican heritage and stood 
up for minority rights. 

He devoted his life to 
improving conditions for 
Latin Americans, both in 
baseball and beyond. He hosted 
free baseball clinics for underprivileged youth and procured 
financial aid for needy people in Puerto Rico, the Dominican 
Republic, and elsewhere in Latin America. 

Although his annual salary was less than the equivalent of $1 
million in today’s economy, he spent much of his own money 
helping those in need. 

He died in a plane crash on December 31, 1972, en route to bringing 
much-needed supplies to survivors of an earthquake in Nicaragua. 

The next year he was elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame. 
He became the first Latino inducted into the Hall.
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A. Chile   ____________________
B. Ecuador  ____________________
C. Peru   ____________________
D. Costa Rica  ____________________
E. Paraguay  ____________________
F. Guatemala  ____________________
G. Bolivia   ____________________
H. Honduras  ____________________
I. Venezuela  ____________________
J. Belize   ____________________
K. Columbia  ____________________
L. Uruguay  ____________________
M. Panama  ____________________
N. Argentina  ____________________
O. Nicaragua  ____________________
P. Mexico   ____________________
Q. Dominican Republic ____________________
R. Puerto Rico  ____________________
S. Spain   ____________________
T. Haiti   ____________________

Put the names of these countries in alphabetical order

Alphabetize the
Hispanic Countries

Answer key on page 8.


