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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

MARCH

Every March, the Department of Defense (DoD) pays tribute to the 
women who, through their determination and contributions, have 
shaped America’s history and continue to pave the way forward.

Women’s history doesn’t end in the past, 
imagine what road you can take!

Go to www.defenseculture.mil
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On December 31, 2021, the beloved 
actress Betty Marion White 
Ludden passed away at 99 years old, 
weeks shy of her hundredth birthday.  
Countless tributes from around the 
country poured in, honoring her and 
remembering her legacy.  

The U.S. Army lauded her for her 
service, “A true legend on and off the 
screen.”  She served as a member of 
the American Women’s Voluntary 
Services (AWVS) during World 
War II. 

After her death, the WWII 
museum acquired her service 
uniform, which she had kept 
all these years.  The uniform’s 
accompanying shoulder bag arrived 
in the museum filled with artifacts 
of her wartime experience. 

The bag and its contents are a perfect time 
capsule, providing insight into life on 
the home front for White, AWVS fellow 
members, and the young servicemen she 
encountered before becoming a famous 
entertainer.

This year in Super Bowl LVII, the flyover during the national anthem 
was piloted by an all-female crew. This history making event celebrated 
50 years of women flying in the U.S. Navy. 

The pilots flew over State Farm Stadium in a diamond formation at 
around 345 mph. They departed from Luke Air Force Base in two F/A-
18F Super Hornets, a F-35C Lightning II, and an EA-18G Growler. 
The group of seven women were: Arielle Ash, Saree Moreno, Suzelle 
Thomas, Margaret Dente, Lyndsay Evans, Caitie Perkowski, and 
Naomi Ngalle.
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Shirley Chisholm became the first African-American congress-
woman in 1968.

Four years later, she became the first major-party Black candidate to 
make a bid for the U.S. presidency.

Fun fact: Before she entered politics her career was in education.

“You don’t make 
progress by standing 
on the sidelines, 
whimpering and 
complaining. You 
make progress by 
implementing ideas.”
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She wore a 
collar like 
this when she 
dissented from 
or disagreed 
with a decision 
coming from the 
Supreme Court. 
She proved that 
disagreeing does not 
make you disagreeable!

Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg wore 
a collar like this 
when she was 
announcing the 
majority opinion of 
the Supreme Court.

Create your 
own collar to 
wear in front 
of the Supreme 
Court! We’d love to 
see what you create. 
Send us an image of 
your collar to deomi-
pa@us.af.mil.


