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Women’s History Month
Milestones

Lt. Lee in front of a Blue Angels aerial demonstration plane.
Photo credit: https://www.nbcnews.com/news/navys-famed-blue-angels-aerial-acrobatics-team-selects-first-female-pircna38695

Lt. Lee Became The First Woman To Become A Blue Angel Demonstration Pilot
In 2020, Lt. Amanda Lee became the first demonstration pilot for the Blue Angels. Lee
became part of the US Navy Flight Demonstration Squadron for the 2023 air show season.
She will fly F/A-18E/F Super Hornet planes. In 2019, Lee was part of the first all-female
flyover for the funeral of Navy Capt. Rosemary Mariner, who was the first woman to
command an operational naval aviation squadron.
The first woman to fly with the Blue Angels is Marine Maj. Katie Higgins, who flew a C-130
Fat Albert transport plane from 2014 to 2016. The Blue Angels were formed in 1946 by
Admiral Chest Nimitz, the Chief of Naval Operations. The flight exhibition team was
formed to raise public interest in naval aviation and boost Navy morale.
https://theaviationgeekclub.com/meet-lt-amanda-stalin-lee-blue-angels-first-woman-f-a-18ef-super-hornet-demonstration-pilot/
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Adm. Linda Fagan during the change of command ceremony at Coast Guard headquarters, 2022.
United States Department of Homeland Security, Public Domain.

Adm. Linda Fagan Became the First Female in Charge of an Armed Service Branch
In June 2022, Admiral Linda Fagan became the first woman to serve as commandant of the
Coast Guard, the first woman to lead any branch of the armed services. Before her
promotion, she became the first female four-star admiral in the Coast Guard after President
Biden appointed her as vice commandant.
Fagan graduated from the Coast Guard Academy in 1985 and served as commander of the
Coast Guard Pacific Area. She is the Service’s first Gold Ancient Trident, which is an
officer with the longest service record in the marine safety field. When Fagan joined the
Coast Guard in 1981, women made up only 8% of the academy’s student body. In 2022,
women made up 40% of students at the Coast Guard Academy.
https://www.stripes.com/branches/coast_guard/2022-06-01/female-coast-guardcommandant-biden-6199310.html

The First Female Special Tactics Officer Joins Elite Unit
In June 2022, an Air Force captain became the Service’s first female special tactics officer.
The captain, who didn’t wish to share her name, donned the elite red beret after she
completed the intensive three-month training course. The program teaches skills like land
navigation, parachuting, and assault zone reconnaissance. She must still undergo 9-10
months of STO-specific training, honing abilities like airstrike coordination.
The special tactics officers make up a smaller organization within the Air Force Special
Operations Command, roughly 1,000 operators in total. It’s the service’s most decorated
community since the Vietnam War. Four other women are currently progressing through
special warfare training.
https://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-air-force/2022/06/24/air-forces-first-femalespecial-tactics-officer-earns-coveted-scarlet-beret/
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Col. Catherine Cherry receives the colors of the National Guard Professional Education Center, 2022.
U.S. Army. Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Jim Heuston.

National Guard Professional Education Center Gains First Woman Leader
In June 2022, Col. Catherine Cherry became the first woman to lead the National Guard
Professional Education Center. Cherry is from Manhattan, Kansas. Through Officer
Candidate School, she earned her commission as an aviation officer. In 2006, she was
deployed in Iraq with the 36th Combat Aviation Brigade. Cherry was previously the deputy
director of the Training and Exercise Directorate and the ARNORTH senior guard advisor
with the U.S. Army North. The Professional Education Center was created in 1974. It
instructs 370 courses on leadership and readiness every year to 10,000 students, most of
whom are from the Army National Guard.
https://www.army.mil/article/257738/national_guard_education_center_gets_1st_woman_le
ader

A Woman Became The Chief Of The Boat For The First Time In 2022
In August of 2022, Angela Koogler became the first woman to serve as Chief of the Boat in a
Navy Submarine. Koogler served in the Navy for 20 years before becoming the senior
enlisted leader of ballistic missile submarine USS Louisiana. Until 2011, women weren’t
allowed to serve aboard U.S. Navy submarines. Full integration into submarines began in
2016.
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2022/08/31/first-woman-serve-chief-of-boatsubmarine-reports-duty.html
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Captain Somerville, 2015.
United States Navy, Public Domain.

Capt. Somerville Became Commander of Naval Test Wing Atlantic
On August 11, 2022, Capt. Elizabeth Somerville became the Navy’s first woman to
command Naval Test Wing Atlantic. She took command alongside the wing’s first female
civilian director, Deb Salamon.
Somerville was an EA-6B Prowler and EA-18G Growler naval flight officer with more than
two decades of experience in operational and developmental aviation. Naval Test Wing
Atlantic supports the test and evaluation of the Navy’s principal aviation systems. Naval
Test Wing Atlantic is a component of the Naval Air Warfare Center Aircraft Division, which
is the Navy’s largest warfare center.
https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/Article/3124887/first-woman-takescommand-of-naval-test-wing-atlantic/

Ada Limón is the First Female Poet Laureate of Latino, Mexican Heritage
In July 2022, Ada Limón was named the 24th poet laureate of the United States. Limón was
born in Sonoma, California in 1976. She is self-described as polyethnic, partially Mexican,
Indigenous, Scottish, and Irish. She is the first female poet laureate of Latino and Mexican
heritage. She has written six books of poetry, including The Carrying (2018), which won the
National Book Critics Circle Award, and Bright Dead Things (2015), which was a National
Book Award finalist.
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/ada-limon-named-24th-poet-laureate-us-rcna37621
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Representative Peltola Made Alaskan History
In September 2022, Mary Peltola became the first Alaskan Native and first woman
representing Alaska to serve in the United States Congress. Peltola is a Yup’ik woman from
the Yukon-Kushkokwim delta.
At age 24, she won her first state election. She represented the Bethel region, worked as a
Manager of Community Development and Sustainability for the Donlin gold mine project,
and served as Executive Director of the Kuskokwim River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission.
https://peltola.house.gov/about
https://www.alaskasnewssource.com/2022/09/01/peltola-become-first-alaska-native-firstfemale-congresswoman/

Women Make Up About 28% of the 117th U.S. House of Congress

Democratic Women of the 113th Congress in front of the Capitol Building, Washington, D.C.
Photo by Nancy Pelosi, 2017.
https://flickr.com/photos/11461909@N06/8342801079

In 2022, women compose 28.3% of the 117th United States House of Congress. There are
91 Democratic women and 32 Republican women. In the U.S. Senate, 24 out of 100
members are women. There have been 393 total female members of Congress, just 3.2% of
all representatives in U.S. history.
https://cawp.rutgers.edu/facts/levels-office/congress/women-serving-117th-congress-20212023
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Col. Nicole Mann, February 2022.
NASA, Public Domain. Photo by Norah Moran.

Col. Nicole Mann Became the First Native American Woman to Go to Space
On October 5, 2022, Col. Mann launched to the International Space Station, commanding
NASA’s SpaceX Crew-5. Mann is a former fighter pilot who flew combat missions in Iraq
and Afghanistan. She’s been awarded two Air Medals, two Navy and Marine Crops
Commendation Medals, and two Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medals. She is a
member of the Wailacki of the Round Valley Indian Tribes of Northern California.
The first Native American man in space was John Herrington in 2002. The first American
woman in space was Sally K. Ride in 1983.
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/nicole-mann-says-she-is-proud-be-first-native-americanwoman-space-2022-08-26/
https://www.nasa.gov/astronauts/biographies/nicole-a-mann/biography
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Solange Knowles Became the First Black Woman to Compose for the NYC Ballet
In September 2022, R&B singer Solange Knowles became the first Black woman to compose
a score for the New York City Ballet. The ballet choreography was designed by Gianna
Reisen, and the score will be performed by the City Ballet Orchestra and a soloist from
Knowles’s ensemble. Solange Knowles is the younger sister of Beyoncé Knowles, an
influential pop star. She made two albums, 2016’s “Seat at the Table” and 2019’s “When I
Get Home.” She is from Houston, Texas and has used her art and platform to amplify
societal issues, like the Black Lives Matter movement.
https://thehill.com/blogs/in-the-know/3605307-solange-knowles-becomes-first-black-womanto-compose-score-for-nyc-ballet/

Justice Jackson takes Judicial Oath in the Supreme Court building, 2022.
Supreme Court of the United States, Public Domain.

Justice Jackson Became the First Black Woman on the Supreme Court
In June 2022, Ketanji Brown Jackson was sworn in as first Black woman on the Supreme
Court as the Court’s 116th justice. Ketanji Brown Jackson was born in Washington, D.C.
Before joining the Supreme Court, Jackson served as a judge on the D.C. Circuit, where she
issued over 500 opinions. She also served as Vice Chair and Commissioner on the U.S.
Sentencing Commission. Jackson is the first Supreme Court justice since Thurgood Marshall
to have represented indigent criminal defendants as a public defender.
https://www.npr.org/2022/06/30/1108714345/ketanji-brown-jackson-supreme-court-oathswearing-in
https://www.whitehouse.gov/kbj/
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USS Abraham Lincoln in the Atlantic Ocean, 2019.
United States Navy, Public Domain.

Amy Bauernschmidt Became the First Woman to Command a U.S. Aircraft Carrier
In 2021, Captain Amy Bauernschmidt took command of the USS Abraham Lincoln,
becoming the first woman to lead one of the 11 aircraft carriers in the U.S. Navy fleet. The
aircraft carrier holds 60 aircraft and about 5,000 people.
Baurenschmidt grew up in Milwaukee and joined the U.S. Naval Academy in Maryland. Six
months before her graduation in 1993, Congress passed legislation allowing women to serve
on U.S. Navy combatant ships. Afterwards, she attended the Naval War College and served
in the U.S. Secretary of State’s Office of Global Women’s Issues. She became trained in
flight, science, and engineering at the Navy’s Nuclear Power School before briefly
commanding the amphibious transport dock, USS San Diego.
As of December, 2021, only 20% of the Navy’s active duty force are women.
https://www.cnn.com/2022/05/16/asia/us-navy-woman-aircraft-carrier-commander-intl-hnkml/index.html
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The Vietnam Women’s Memorial, the first memorial in the Washington to honor women’s military service, erected in 1993.
Library of Congress. Photo by Carol M. Highsmith.

Director Kathryn Bigelow Depicts Service Members in Her Films
Kathryn Bigelow was born in November, 1951, in San Carlos, California. She became
interested in visual arts from a young age, eventually going to the San Francisco Art Institute
and studying at the Whitney Museum of Art in 1972. She earned her master’s degree in film
theory from Columbia University in 1979.
As a filmmaker, she explored themes of violence and service in several of her works. Her
most famous film, The Hurt Locker, depicts the experiences of American soldiers in Iraq.
Despite some inaccuracies, the film received wide praise. Bigelow became the first woman
to receive an Academy Award for best director in 2008 for The Hurt Locker. In 2012,
Bigelow directed Zero Dark Thirty, which depicted the efforts to find Osama Bin Laden.
https://www.biography.com/filmmaker/kathryn-bigelow
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Dr. Mary Walker, between 1873-1916.
Library of Congress. Photo by C. M. Bell.

Dr. Mary Walker Remains the Only Woman to Receive a Medal of Honor
Mary Walker was born in 1832 in Oswego, New York, to an abolitionist family. She became
a medical doctor at Syracuse Medical College before beginning her own private practice.
When the Civil War began in 1861, Walker wanted to join the Army as a surgeon but was
denied because of her sex. Because of her credentials as a doctor, she did not want to accept
a lower position as a nurse. Instead, she joined the Union Army.
Despite the barriers, she worked for free at a temporary hospital at the U.S. Patent Office in
Washington, D.C. and organized the Women’s Relief Organization which allowed the
families of wounded soldiers visit them. In 1863, she moved to Tennessee to be a War
Department surgeon after her credentials were finally approved. The following year, she was
captured by Confederate troops and held prisoner for four months. After she was returned,
she became a medical director at a hospital for female prisoners in Kentucky.
Dr. Walker was a fierce supporter of women’s rights. She wore unconventional clothing for
better mobility, eventually wearing men’s clothing. She was even arrested several times for
impersonating a man. In 1865, she was awarded the Medal of Honor by President Andrew
Johnson, becoming the only woman to earn the award out of the almost 3,500 recipients in
American history. In 1917, her medal was rescinded because she was never a commissioned
officer in the military. In 1977, President Jimmy Carter restored the honor to her name.
https://www.army.mil/article/183800/meet_dr_mary_walker_the_only_female_medal_of_hon
or_recipient
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Toni Morrison in her New York home, 1980-1987.
Library of Congress. Photo by Bernard Gotfryd.

Toni Morrison was the First Black Woman to Earn the Nobel Prize in Literature
Toni Morrison was one of the most accomplished literary figures in American History.
Morrison was born on February 18, 1931, in Lorain, Ohio. Morrison, a Black woman, grew
up in an area that was partially integrated, yet she faced harsh racial discrimination. When
she was two years old, her landlord burned her family’s home down while they were inside
because they couldn’t pay rent.
In 1949, Morrison began college at Howard University, where she joined the school’s
traveling theatrical group. While touring, she met many other writers, activists, and artists.
She also witnessed the terrors of Southern segregation. Eventually, she taught at Howard
University before moving to New York. There, she became an editor for the textbook
division of Random House publishing. After two years in that division, she began editing
fiction and works by African American writers.
Morrison published her first novel, The Bluest Eye, at the age of 39. She wrote several other
critically acclaimed novels throughout the rest of her life, including Sula (1973), Song of
Solomon (1977), and Beloved (1987). She earned a National Book Critics Circle Award, the
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, the National Book Foundation’s Medal of Distinguished
Contribution to American Letters, the Presidential Medal of Freedom, and became the first
Black woman to win the Nobel Prize in Literature. After several accomplished decades of
writing novels, plays, and children’s books, she died due to complications of pneumonia in
2019.
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/toni-morrison
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Harriet Beecher Stowe (middle right) with several family members, 1875.
Library of Congress. Photo by T.R. Burnham.

Harriet Beecher Stowe Taught the Nation About the Horrors of Slavery
Harriet Beecher Stowe was an influential abolitionist and author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin,
published in 1852. Stowe was born on June 14, 1811, in Litchfield, Connecticut, to a family
of important preachers and ministers. She attended Hartford Female Seminary of Catherine
Beecher, her stepmother. This institution taught women many of the same courses men took.
Stowe was a teacher there herself from 1829 to 1832.
Her first book, Primary Geography (1833), celebrated diverse cultures and landscapes on the
Western frontier of the United States. In 1836, she met her husband, Calvin Stowe, and had
seven children with him. She wrote many articles for a prominent women’s magazine,
Godey’s Lady’s Book, and wrote 30 books to support her family and pursue her love of
writing. After the loss of her son in 1849, she became an avid abolitionist and defender of
human life. After the passage of the Fugitive Slave Act in 1850, she wrote her famous novel,
Uncle Tom’s Cabin.
Uncle Tom’s Cabin depicts the horrors of slavery in a way that many Americans from
northern states weren’t aware of. It sold over 300,000 copies in the United States in its first
year alone. She used her fame to petition an end to slavery, before and during the Civil War.
Today, the legacy of Uncle Tom’s Cabin is considered controversial because of its depiction
of African Americans as faithful, submissive servants. It reinforced many stereotypes of
Black people.
Before her death in 1896, she contributed to the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art and
Hartford Art School of the University of Hartford.
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/harriet-beecher-stowe
https://www.ferris.edu/HTMLS/news/jimcrow/tom/homepage.htm
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Amelia Earhart in an airplane, 1936.
Harris & Ewing Collection, Library of Congress.

Amelia Earhart Set Several Aviation Records
Amelia Earhart was born in Atchison, Kansas in July 1897. From a young age, she often
defied traditional gender roles. She played basketball, repaired automobiles, and attended
college for a brief time.
During World War I, Earhart served as a Red Cross nurse’s aide in Toronto, Canada. At this
time, she watched the pilots of the Royal Flying Corps train. After earning her Nation
Aeronautics Association license, she set several aviation records. In 1922, she became the
first woman to fly solo above 14,000 feet. Earhart was also the first person to fly solo from
Hawaii to the continental United States. She was the first woman to fly nonstop across the
continental United States by herself from Los Angeles to Newark, New Jersey. In 1932, she
became the first woman to pilot a plane solo across the Atlantic Ocean.
She was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross by Congress. She was the first woman to
receive this military decoration. In 1929, she formed the Ninety-Nines, an organization to
advance female pilots across the globe. The organization, which still exists, represents
female pilots from 44 countries. In July 1937, Earhart attempted to fly across the globe,
which led to her disappearance somewhere over the Pacific Ocean. Her plane wreckage was
never found, and her disappearance is one of greatest unsolved mysteries of American
history.
She remains one of the greatest, bravest pilots in American history. In 2022, Amelia Earhart
was honored in the U.S. Capitol building Statuary Hall Collection. The Statuary Hall
features 100 statues of notable Americans, two from each state.
https://www.history.com/topics/exploration/amelia-earhart
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/28/1114183893/amelia-earhart-statue-joins-the-u-s-capitolsstatuary-hall
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Oprah Winfrey visits evacuees from New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina, 2005.
FEMA Photo Library. Public Domain.

Oprah Winfrey Built Influential Media Franchises
Oprah Winfrey was born in Kosciusko, Mississippi before moving to Milwaukee to live with
her mother. She endured many hardships during her young life: poverty, sexual abuse, and
being sent to a juvenile detention home. After she moved in with her father, she focused on
readings and writing, becoming a star student. At Tennessee State University, she became
involved in speech communications, performing arts, and television broadcasting.
In 1976, Oprah Winfrey hosted her first talk show, People Are Talking, in Baltimore. Then
she successfully reinvigorated a Chicago morning show, AM Chicago, in 1984. A year later,
this show was renamed The Oprah Winfrey Show. She quickly grew to national prominence,
earning several Daytime Emmy Awards after the first few years of broadcasting. She
became the youngest person to earn the International Radio and Television Society’s
“Broadcaster of the Year” award.
Oprah continued to grow and thrive in the media industry, earning a long list of impressive
accomplishments. Winfrey portrayed Sofia in Steven Spielberg’s adaptation of The Color
Purple. She became the first woman to own and produce her own talk show after her show’s
parent company changed production houses. After her show began emphasizing spiritual
values, health, and self-help, she established a national database of convicted child abusers
and testified before a U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee for a National Child Protection Act.
She was named one of the most “100 Most Influential People of the 20th Century” in Time
magazine and received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the National Academy of
Television Arts and Sciences. She became a partner of Oxygen Media, Inc. and publisher of
several magazines. In 2003, she became the first African American to become a billionaire.
She became head of the Oprah Winfrey Network in 2008.
Oprah has donated over $20 million to the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of
African American History and Culture, and millions more to various charities. She was
awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2013.
https://achievement.org/achiever/oprah-winfrey/
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Ruth Bader Ginsburg at her Senate confirmation hearing for the Supreme Court, 1993.
Library of Congress.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg Left a Proud Mark on the Supreme Court and the U.S.
Ruth Bader Ginsburg was born on March 15, 1933, in Brooklyn, New York. She attended
Cornell University and then Harvard Law School, where she was one of only nine women in
the class of 500 students. She faced harsh gender discrimination in her classes, eventually
transferring to Columbia Law School in 1958 for her final year.
After serving as a clerk for Judge Palmieri of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District
of New York from 1959 to 1961, she became a research associate at Columbia Law, and then
Professor of Law at Rutgers University. While there, she served as general counsel for the
ACLU and on the National Board of Directors. She was appointed to the United States Court
of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit in 1980, by President Jimmy Carter.
After 13 years serving on the Court of Appeals, she was nominated to the Supreme Court by
President Bill Clinton. She was the second woman and first Jewish woman to serve on the
Supreme Court. While on the court, she advocated for gender equality and women’s rights.
In United States v. Virginia, she contributed to the ruling that women could not be denied
admission to the Virginia Military Institute. She wrote several important dissenting opinions,
such as Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., which denied a woman’s pay
discrimination claim. In 2009, Ginsburg worked with President Obama on the Lilly
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act to fight unequal pay for women.
On September 18, 2020, Ginsburg died while still sitting as a judge on the Supreme Court.
In 2022, the U.S. Navy named the USNS Ruth Bader Ginsburg (T-AO 212) after the late
justice. Also in 2022, she will have a statue built in her honor on Capitol grounds in
Washington D.C.
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/ruth-bader-ginsburg
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-navy-name-ship-after-late-supreme-court-justice-ruthbader-ginsburg-2022-04-01/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/600110-house-passes-bill-to-honor-ginsburg-andoconnor-with-capitol-statues/
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Bessie Coleman and her plane, 1922.
Cradle of Aviation Museum. Public Domain.

Bessie Coleman Celebrated as the First Black Woman to Earn a Pilot’s License
Coleman was born in 1892 to a family of sharecroppers out of East Texas. She became
interested in planes after hearing stories from pilots and soldiers in World War I. After flight
school, where she was the only person of color, she became a stunt flier at air shows. She
was known as “Queen Bess,” and she encouraged other Black people to learn to fly. She
died in 1926, in a plane accident near Jacksonville, Florida.
In 2022, American Airlines ran a flight with a crew of all Black women to celebrate
Coleman’s legacy. The flight flew from DFW International Airport to Phoenix.
https://www.dallasnews.com/business/airlines/2022/08/22/all-black-american-airlines-crewhonors-flying-pioneer-bessie-coleman/
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Barbie Dolls Introduced “Inspiring Women” Series
Barbie dolls have been a common toy for young girls since they first launched in March of
1959. The dolls were first created by Ruth Handler and her husband. In 2016 and 2019,
Mattel released Barbie dolls with a wider variety of body shapes to increase diversity and
inclusiveness. Barbie dolls were once controversial for enforcing unrealistic body and
beauty standards.
In 2018, Mattel, Inc. presented an ever-expanding line-up of Inspiring Women Barbie dolls
for children to learn about important women and celebrate role models. The first line of
Barbie’s Inspiring Women line included Amelia Earhart, Frida Kahlo, and Katherine
Johnson. In 2022, the series has expanded to include Madam C.J. Walker, the nation’s first
self-made female millionaire. Billie Jean King, Rosa Parks, and Dr. Jane Goodall have all
joined the line-up among many others.
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/27/1119699259/madam-c-j-walker-barbie
https://www.history.com/news/barbie-through-the-ages

30x30 Initiative to Recruit More Women Into Police Force
The 30x30 Initiative is coalition of police, researchers, and professional organizations with
the goal to increase the number of women police officers by 2030. The program aims to
increase the number of women in police training programs to 30%. Close to 200 agencies
have signed onto the project. As of 2021, women make up only 12% of police officers and
less than 3% of police leadership.
According to University of Wisconsin Law Professor Keith Kindley, research shows that
more women in the police force leads to less excessive force, fewer instances of discretionary
arrests, especially of non-white residents, and improved communication. Despite this, some
social justice leaders remain critical of the initiative, citing systemic issues independent of
an individual’s sex.
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/31/1111714807/increasing-women-police-recruits-to-30-couldhelp-change-departments-culture
https://30x30initiative.org/
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Women Still Lag Behind Men in STEM Fields Despite Gains
According to the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, women make up only 29.3%
of the federal government employees in science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM)
positions. Women make up only 27% of STEM roles across the entire private sector.
Leadership in these fields, including senior management, executives, and programing and
team leads, is 74.1% male. The report found that the average gender pay gap is around
$4,300 per year.
https://www.govexec.com/workforce/2022/07/eeoc-women-still-lag-behind-mengovernments-stem-workforce/374522/

Military Women’s Memorial in Arlington, Virginia.
U.S. Military, Public Domain. Photo by Rudi Williams.

Honor Flight of Only Women Travel to Washington
In 2022, over 100 female veterans traveled from Florida to visit Washington, D.C., and
memorials to Service members there. The Honor Flight network is responsible for the trek.
The organization flies veterans to visit memorials for free. This particular instance was the
first time the organization provided the service for an all-women flight.
The group included veterans from the Iraq War, Gulf War, and Vietnam War, among others.
They visited the Military Women’s Memorial, WWII Memorial, Lincoln Memorial, and
others.
https://www.stripes.com/veterans/2022-06-01/honor-flight-women-veterans-memorials6198989.html
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Four members of the 6888th Battalion.
United States Department of Defense.

African American Female Battalion from WWII Honored
In February 2022, the U.S. House voted to award a Congressional Gold Medal to the only
Black unit of all women. The 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion sorted and routed
mail for millions of Service members and civilians during World War II.
The Battalion was responsible for solving a mail crisis during their time in England. They
served as role models for generations of Black women in the military, despite their lack of
recognition. In 2018, a monument to them was built at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.
https://www.stripes.com/veterans/2022-06-01/honor-flight-women-veterans-memorials6198989.html
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National Museum of the U.S. Army Honors Women
The U.S. Army Women’s Foundation Hall of Fame inducted 13 women who have broken
barriers or gone above and beyond their duty. The Army Women’s Foundation is a nonprofit
established in 1969 to provide honors, scholarships, and special recognition for women in the
Army. Almost 100 people have been inducted into the Hall of Fame between 2009 and 2022.
The inductees from the 2022 ceremony include:
• Lt. General Gwendolyn M. Bingham, the first female Quartermaster General of the
U.S. Army.
• Lt. General Nadja Y. West, the first woman to be the Joint Staff Surgeon in 2014.
• Maj. General Nancy R. Adams, the first Army nurse to become a major general.
• Col. Kirsten V. Brunson, the first African American female military judge.
• Col. Jeri I. Graham, who earned the Air Assault and Expert Field Medical Badges and
started the first Military Officers Association of America Virtual Chapter.
• Col. Bettie J. Morden, one of the first women to enlist in the Women’s Army
Auxiliary Corps in 1942.
• Col. Diane M. Ryan, an educator and officer representative to the Army Women’s
Basketball Team, earning the team’s most wins ever.
• Lt. Col. Carol A. Barkalow, who founded the “Heaven on Earth” nonprofit for
homeless veterans.
• Chief Warrant Officer Rebecca B. Isaac, who served as President, Vice President,
Secretary, and Treasurer of Rheinland-Pfalz Silver Chapter and aided many charities.
• Cmd. Sgt. Maj. Diane G. Cummings, who has earned the Bronze Star with one oak
leaf, the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, and many other honors.
• Master Sgt. Constance R. Byzinker, the first female Non-Commissioned Officer in
Virginia Army National Guard.
• Master Sgt. Lachrisha Parker, Community Engagement Manager for the Military
Women’s Memorial.
• Staff Sgt. Stephanie L. Mitchell, who formed a program to improve soldiers’ ASVAB
scores.
https://www.awfdn.org/hall-of-fame-and-special-recognition-awards/us-army-womens-hallof-fame-inductees/2022-hall-of-fame-inductees/
https://www.armytimes.com/news/your-army/2022/03/23/foundation-honors-army-womenwith-hall-of-fame-induction/
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"Think like a queen. A queen is not afraid to fail. Failure is another stepping stone to
greatness."
"The key to realizing a dream is to focus not on success but on significance–and then even
the small steps and little victories along your path will take on greater meaning."
"Every time you state what you want or believe, you're the first to hear it. It's a message to
both you and others about what you think is possible. Don't put a ceiling on yourself."
Oprah Winfrey
https://www.inc.com/peter-economy/oprah-winfrey-19-inspiring-power-quotes-forsuccess.html

"Fight for the things that you care about, but do it in a way that will lead others to join you."
"A gender line ... helps to keep women not on a pedestal, but in a cage."
"Women belong in all places where decisions are being made. It shouldn't be that women are
the exception."
Ruth Bader Ginsburg
https://www.inc.com/peter-economy/17-powerfully-inspiring-quotes-from-ruth-baderginsburg.html

“Sometimes you will learn the most and grow the most in a situation or job you did not want
to be in or to do. Not every job I’ve done in the Navy is a job I wanted, but I learned and
took everything out of every job I could.”
Captain Amy Bauernschmidt
https://www.cnn.com/2022/05/16/asia/us-navy-woman-aircraft-carrier-commander-intl-hnkml/index.html
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“If there's a book that you want to read, but it hasn't been written yet, then you must write it.”
“I tell my students, 'When you get these jobs that you have been so brilliantly trained for, just
remember that your real job is that if you are free, you need to free somebody else. If you
have some power, then your job is to empower somebody else. This is not just a grab-bag
candy game.’”
“Freeing yourself was one thing, claiming ownership of that freed self was another.”
Toni Morrison
https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/3534.Toni_Morrison

“After midnight, the moon set, and I was alone with the stars. I have often said that the lure
of flying is the lure of beauty, and I need no other flight to convince me that the reason flyers
fly, whether they know it or not, is the esthetic appeal of flying.”
“Flying may not be all plain sailing, but the fun of it is worth the price.”
“My ambition is to have this wonderful gift produce practical results for the future of
commercial flying and for the women who may want to fly tomorrow’s planes.”
“Women must try to do things as men have tried. When they fail, their failure must be but a
challenge to others.”
Amelia Earhart
https://ameliaearhart.com/quotes

“A woman is like a teabag — you can’t tell how strong she is until you put her in hot water.”
“The air is the only place to be free from prejudices.”
“The age of a woman doesn’t mean a thing. The best tunes are played on the oldest fiddles.”
“Life can only be understood backwards but it must be lived forwards.”
Bessie Coleman
https://www.anquotes.com/bessie-coleman-quotes/
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