the United States during the beginning of the 20th century.
It was started by former African slaves from spirituals, praise
songs, and chants.

W.C. Handy was an African-American composer and a

leader in popularizing blues music in the early 20th century.
He is often referred to as, “Father of the Blues.”

Answer Key to Page 4.
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1. A, 2. J, 3. F, 4. I, 5. C, 6. D, 7. B, 8. E, 9. G, 10. H
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Did you know? The blues is a form of music that began in

February Activity Book

“If race has no history, if it has no worthwhile
tradition, it becomes a negligible factor in the
thought of the world, and it stands in danger of
being exterminated.”

Carter G. Woodson
-Father of Black History

In 1941, 23-year-old
artist named Jacob
Lawrence began work
on a set of paintings
portraying the Great
Migration—the flight of over
a million African Americans
from the rural South to the
industrial North following
the outbreak of World War I.

Lawrence found a way to share

the struggles and triumphs of the
Great Migration through painted
images, weaving together 60 panels
into one continuous story.

“The best way
to make dreams
come true is to
wake up.”
- Mae Jemison

See videos of Jacob Lawrence and see his works.

2
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People follow traffic signals every day.
Did you ever wonder where the idea for
the traffic signal came from?

Garrett Augustus Morgan
Before the traffic signal was invented drivers had to guess at the right
time to drive across the street. This guess work made driving unsafe
and SCARY!
After witnessing a collision between an automobile and a horse-drawn
carriage, Morgan took his turn at inventing a traffic signal. The patent
was granted on November 20, 1923.
6

On October 17, 2018, Sergeant Major John Canley, USMC,
received the Medal of Honor for his bravery 50 years after serving
in Vietnam. He fought off multiple enemy attacks as his company
moved along a highway to relieve friendly forces who were
surrounded. Despite his own wounds, he carried wounded Marines
to safety. When his commanding officer was severely wounded,
he took command and led his company. He even scaled a wall
(TWICE) in full view of the enemy to aid wounded soldiers and
carry them to safety.

3

Can you match the quote to the person who said it?

1. I can’t are two words that have
never been in my vocabulary. I
believe in me more than anything
in this world.

1. ____ 2. ____ 3. ____ 4. ____5. ____ 6. ____ 7. ____ 8. ____ 9. ____ 10. ____

3. I’m not concerned with your liking
or disliking me... All I ask is that you
respect me as a human being.

A. Wilma Rudolph
Track and Field Athlete

2. Start where you are,
use what you have.
B. Thurgood Marshall
U.S. Court Justice

C. Louis Armstrong
Singer, Trumpet Player

5. And I think
to myself what a
wonderful world.
Oh, yeah.

4. When my brothers
and sisters were making mud pies, I would
be making ducks and
chickens with the mud.

F. Jackie Robinson
Baseball Player

H. Maya Angelou
4 Poet

10. If you are always trying
to be normal, you will
never know how amazing
you can be.

E. Zora Neale Hurston
Writer

D. Shirley Chisholm
Politician

7. Sometimes history
takes things into its
own hands.

6. I ran for the presidency, despite
hopeless odds, to demonstrate the sheer
will and refusal to accept the status quo.

G. Duke Ellington
Composer, pianist and
bandleader

8. Sometimes, I
feel discriminated
against, but it does
not make me angry.
It merely astonishes
me. How can any
deny themselves
the pleasure of
my company? It’s
beyond me.

I. Augusta Savage
Sculptor
9. There are two kinds of
music. Good music, and
the other kind.
J. Arthur Ashe
Tennis Player
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