Each year, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum leads the nation in commemorating
Days of Remembrance. It was established by the U.S. Congress to memorialize the six million
Jews murdered in the Holocaust—as well as the millions of non-Jewish victims—of Nazi
persecution.
Millions of ordinary people witnessed the crimes of the Holocaust—in the countryside and city
squares, in stores and schools, in homes, and workplaces. Across Europe, the Nazis found countless
helpers who willingly collaborated or were complicit in the crimes through their inactions.
The victims had no control over their fates. The rescuers, on the other hand, made choices.
They chose to risk their own lives, their families’ lives, and their homes to help save thousands
of innocents.
Between 1940-1944, inhabitants of the small French village of Le Chambon-sur-Lignon and
surrounding towns provided shelter for an estimated 5,000 people fleeing German authorities;
3,000-3,500 of whom were Jews. Residents of Le Chambon-sur-Lignon offered refuge in
private homes, farms, and schools, and even forged I.D. cards and helped victims cross into
Switzerland.
For over two years, Meip Gies helped to hide the Frank family and four others from Nazi
prosecution. After the family was discovered and arrested on August 4, 1944, Gies found the
cloth-bound diary kept by the youngest Frank daughter, Anne. Without her actions, The Diary
of Anne Frank—one of the most-read books in the world—would not exist.
In December 1938, Nicholas Winton was a 29-year-old London stockbroker. Over the next
year he would become a hero, responsible for saving the lives of hundreds of Jewish children.
Winton took the burden on his own shoulders and with the help of a few dedicated friends, he
raised money, organized transport, and found stable foster homes for 669 children. Those that
lived through the Holocaust because of his selfless actions call themselves Winton’s children.
In 2015, Master Sgt. Roddie Edmonds was recognized posthumously by Yad Vashem as
Righteous Among the Nations. In 1945, Edmonds selflessly protected Jewish POWs under
his command when he stood up to the German commander in charge of the camp. When the
commander demanded that the Jewish prisoners step forward to be separated and prepared
for transport out of the camp, Edmonds replied, “We are all Jews.” After being threatened with
a gun to his head, the U.S. soldier answered, “If you shoot, you’ll have to shoot us all.”
“There may be times when we are powerless to prevent injustice, but there must never be
a time when we fail to protest.” — Elie Wiesel
					

