FACTS
Each year, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum leads the nation in
commemorating Days of Remembrance.
Days of Remembrance was established by the U.S. Congress to memorialize the
six million Jews murdered in the Holocaust—as well as the millions of non-Jewish
victims—of Nazi persecution.
The Holocaust was the systematic, bureaucratic, state-sponsored persecution and
murder of Jewish people by the Nazi regime and its collaborators. Holocaust is a word
of Greek origin meaning “sacrifice by fire.” The Nazis, who came to power in Germany
in January 1933, believed that Germans were “racially superior” and that the Jews,
deemed “inferior,” were an alien threat to the so-called German racial community.
During the era of the Holocaust, German authorities also targeted other groups because
of their perceived racial inferiority: Roma (Gypsies), the disabled, and some of the Slavic
peoples (Poles, Russians, and others). Other groups were persecuted on political,
ideological, and behavioral grounds, among them Communists, Socialists, Jehovah’s
Witnesses, and homosexuals.
In 1933, the Jewish population of Europe stood at over nine million. Most European
Jews lived in countries that Nazi Germany would occupy or influence during World
War II. By 1945, the Germans and their collaborators killed nearly two out of every
three European Jews as part of the “Final Solution,” the Nazi policy to murder the
Jews of Europe.
The week of remembrance is set aside to honor and to remember the victims of the
Holocaust and their liberators. This week also serves as a stark reminder that mankind
is capable of committing atrocities of such a vast scale, and our need to remain viligant
so we can prevent them in the future.
“Let us not forget, after all, there is always a moment when moral choice is made….
And so we must know these good people who helped Jews during the Holocaust.
We must learn from them, and in gratitude and hope, we must remember them.”
—Elie Wiesel (Survivor of the Auschwitz, Buna, Buchenwald, and Gleiwitz concentration camps)
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