FACTS
Each year, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum leads the nation in
commemorating the Days of Remembrance.
Days of Remembrance was established by the U.S. Congress to memorialize the
six million Jews murdered in the Holocaust—as well as the millions of non-Jewish
victims—of Nazi persecution.
The Nazis, who came to power in Germany in January 1933, believed that Germans
were “racially superior” and that the Jews, deemed “inferior,” were an alien threat to
the so-called German racial community.
German authorities also targeted other groups because of their perceived racial and
biological inferiority. These included Roma (Gypsies), people with disabilities, and
others such as Poles, Soviet civilians, and blacks.
Other groups were persecuted on political, ideological, and behavioral grounds.
Among them were Communists, Socialists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and homosexuals.
Nazi concentration camp badges, primarily triangles, were part of the system of
identification in Nazi camps. They were used to identify the reason the prisoners
were incarcerated. The triangles were made of fabric and were sewn on jackets and
trousers of the prisoners. These mandatory badges of shame had specific meanings
indicated by their color and shape.
Political prisoners, such as Communists, Socialists, and trade unionists wore red
triangles. Non-German prisoners were identified by letters indicating their nationality:
for example, P stood for Polish, SU for Soviet Union, F for French.
Common criminals wore green. “Asocials” (including Roma, nonconformists, vagrants,
and other groups) with black or—in the case of Roma in some camps—brown
triangles. Jehovah’s Witnesses wore purple triangles and homosexuals pink ones.
The two triangles forming the Jewish star badge would both be yellow unless the
Jewish prisoner was included in one of the other prisoner categories. A Jewish
political prisoner, for example, would be identified with a yellow triangle beneath a red
triangle.
“No human race is superior; no religious faith is inferior. All collective judgments are
wrong. Only racists make them.” – Elie Wiesel, Holocaust Survivor

