we bet you didn’t know!

1. King’s birth name was Michael, not Martin.
2. 10-year-old King sang in his father’s church choir at the
Atlanta gala premiere of the movie, “Gone with the Wind.”
3. He entered college at the age of 15!
4. He was jailed over 29 times for civil disobedience.
5. The speeches for the March on Washington had time limits of
four minutes. King’s speech clocked in at 16 minutes!
6. In 1964, at age 35, King was the youngest person to receive the
Nobel Peace Prize.
7. In his efforts to fight segregation and inequality, King traveled
more than six million miles and spoke more than 2,500 times.
8. When King married his wife, Coretta Scott, the newlyweds could
not stay at a White-owned hotel; thus compromising for a
funeral parlor. (Yes, you read right!)
9. There are over 900 streets worldwide named after King.
10. King was an avid fan of the TV series “Star Trek!” He reportedly
said it was the only show he and wife, Coretta, allowed their
small children to stay up to watch.

DEOMI = Mission Readiness:

Respect: For the infinite dignity and worth of all individuals
Excellence: In education, training and research
Awareness: Of the issues, successes and strategies in human relations
Diversity: An understanding that our strengths derive from our differences as well
as our shared values, goals and ethics
Innovation: Of processes, technology and designs to enhance our mission
Nation: Which we have sworn to defend and endeavor to improve
Exchange: Of ideas in the spirit of academic freedom and professional responsibility
Selfless Service: A priority to the higher ideals of equality and fairness
Support: A commitment to quality processes for our customers and our organization

DEOMI

PRESS
8

go to www.deomi.org for more observance information
Original artwork created for DEOMI by Archie Delapaz
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10 facts about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Activity Book

Let Freedom Ring!

Martin Luther King Jr. Day is celebrated the third
Monday in January in honor of his birthday — January 15.

Dream Like Dr. King, Jr.
My Dreams For My:

The Declaration of Independence says that “all men are
created equal,” but for a long time Black people, women, and
others in the U.S. were not treated equally. King was one of
many Black leaders who led peaceful protests to fight for equality. As a result of his great work, in 1964 he received the Nobel
Peace Prize.
2

7

I Can

Inspiring Events:
On December 1, 1955 Rosa Parks had the courage to refuse to give
up her seat to a White person on a bus in Montgomery, Alabama.
She was tired of being treated like a second class person. She was
arrested and fined $10. This led to the Montgomery Bus Boycott.
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Led by Dr. King this boycott was one of the major events in the
Civil Rights Movement. The boycott lasted over 381 days and
ended desegregation on public transportation. It signaled that a
peaceful protest could result in the changing of laws to protect the
equal rights of all people regardless of race.
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Draw Your Self-Portrait

Notable Fact: Black churches across the country donated shoes to
the boycotters who were wearing out their shoes walking.
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The March on Washington
for Jobs and Freedom
The march was August 28, 1963—the100th year
anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation
that freed the slaves during the Civil War. There
were six main leaders of the march: Dr. King,
Roy Wilkins, James Farmer, A. Philip Randolph,
John Lewis, and Whitney Young.
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Almost 300,000 people showed up for the march which ended at the National Mall.
The final speech was given by Dr. King. He spoke of his dream of a country where all
people would be treated equally regardless of race. Today this speech is called the
“I Have a Dream” speech and it is considered one of the greatest speeches in history.

Notable Fact: The march was organized in only two
months by civil rights activist Bayard Rustin.
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