National American Indian Heritage Month celebrates and recognizes the accomplishments
of the peoples who were the original inhabitants, explorers, and settlers of the United States.
Currently, there are 567 federally recognized American Indian and Alaska Native tribes
and more than 100 state-recognized tribes across the United States. Each with their own
unique history, beliefs, governance structure and culture.
American Indians and Alaska Natives are U.S. citizens and citizens of their tribes. They are
subject to federal laws, but they are not always subject to state laws.
Historically, American Indians have the highest record of military service per capita when
compared to other ethnic groups. The reasons are deeply rooted in traditional cultural
values that drive them to serve their country. These include a proud warrior tradition, best
exemplified by the following qualities said to be inherent to most, if not all, Native American
societies: strength, honor, pride, devotion, and wisdom. These qualities closely correlate
with military tradition.
During World War I more than 8,000 American Indian soldiers, of whom 6,000 were volunteers, served. Their patriotism moved Congress to pass the Indian Citizenship Act of 1924.
In World War II, 25,000 American Indian and Alaska Native men and women fought on all
fronts in Europe and the South Pacific earning, collectively, two Congressional Medals of
Honor, at least 71 Air Medals, 51 Silver Stars, 47 Bronze Stars, and 34 Distinguished Flying
Crosses. Alaska Natives also served in the Alaska Territorial Guard.
As the first people to live on the land we all cherish, American Indians and Alaska Natives
have profoundly shaped our country’s character and our cultural heritage. Today, American
Indians and Alaskan Natives are leaders in every aspect of our society—from the boardroom
to the battlefield, to the classroom.
“Let us put our minds together and see what life we can make for our children.” - Sitting Bull
For more facts go to: https://www.deomi.org/SpecialObservance/index.cfm

