...about Women’s History we bet you didn’t know!
1. Grace Murray Hopper was a curious child. At the age of seven, she dismantled her alarm clock to figure out how it worked. By the time her mother
found her, she had taken apart seven clocks in the house! Her curiosity remained, she led the team that invented COBOL (Common Business-Oriented
Language), the first user-friendly business computer software program.
2. Jane Goodall loved animals from a young age. Once, she sat for five hours
in her family’s chicken coop to watch a hen lay an egg. When she finally came
out, Goodall discovered that her family was frantic and had called the police
to report her missing.
3. Did you know Barbie has a birthday? Her birthday is March 9, 1959. Barbie was “born” the day Mattel president and inventor Ruth Handler debuted
the doll at the American International Toy Fair in New York. Barbie’s full
name is Barbara Millicent Roberts.
4. The Toll House Cookie, was invented by Ruth Graves Wakefield. Ruth and
her husband owned the Toll House Inn. One day she had to substitute semisweet chocolate in a cookie recipe. She chopped the chocolate in bits, but after
baking, the chocolate had not melted into the dough. Ta-da! The Toll House
chocolate chip cookie was born!
5. Have you ever heard of Claudette Colvin? The then 15-year-old was the
first Montgomery bus passenger to be arrested for refusing to give up her seat
for a white passenger. Rosa Parks was actually the fifth African-American
woman to be arrested for refusing to yield her seat on a Montgomery bus.
6. Marion Donovan earned a total of 20 patents in her lifetime! Although her
extraordinary life may go largely unnoticed by the public, this famous woman
inventor deserves the undying gratitude of new parents around the globe. Her
invention? The disposable diaper!
Who’s Who
Answer key: A5, B6, C9, D10, E3, F7, G1, H2, I8, J4
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Honoring Trailblazing Women
Who Have Paved the Way for Future
Generations

It may be hard to imagine in 2017, but women were mostly absent
from history books until the 1970s. In 1978, Sonoma County, California, began a “Women’s History Week” designed to fill in those
textbook blanks.
March became Women’s History Month in 1981 when Congress
approved a joint resolution by Senator Orrin Hatch and Representative Barbara Mikulski.

Rising to the Challenge
What difficulties did this woman overcome?

Today, few fields are left without prominent women leaders and
trailblazers making headlines and paving the way for the next generation of aspiring young girls.

How did she overcome these challenges?

A Lesson Learned
What can we larn from this woman’s life?

Notable Fact: The National Women’s History

Project each year honors a select group of ordinary
women who have done extraordinary things!
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Famous Firsts by Women

Write the correct number next to the letter.
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.

Write about a woman that
is a hero in your life!

Just the facts
Whom are you writing about?
When was this woman born?
Where was this woman born?
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I.
J.

First woman to become a full-time NFL referee.
First U.S. female combat pilot to bomb an enemy
target during Operation Desert Fox in Iraq.
The first woman elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame.
The first American woman astronaut to command the
International Space Station.
First woman ever to win an Academy Award as
best director.
Chairwoman of the Federal Reserve Board. She is the
first woman to hold the position.
Author of first mass marketed literature written for 		
juvenile girls in the 19th century.
First female Secretary of State as well as the
highest-ranking woman in the United States
government under President Bill Clinton
Hispanic-American businesswoman who started her
own construction firm and broke many barriers in a 		
historically male-dominated field.
Physician best known for development of the
test that has saved thousands of newborns lives.

1. Louisa May Alcott
2. Madeleine Korbel Albright
3. Kathryn Bigelow
4. Virginia Apgar
5. Sarah Thomas

6. Kendra Williams
7. Janet Yellen
8. Linda G. Alvarado
9. Effa Manley
10. Peggy Whitson

Answer key on page 8.
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Marine Corps Captain Katie Higgins
is a third-generation military aviator
and the first female pilot in the Blue
Angels 69-year history!
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“I think by including a lady on the team that just shows little girls and guys
that women can do whatever they put their mind to.”
K.H.
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